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TOWN OFFICERS
Population - June 1983 - 9,579
Moderator
M. A. Wight, Jr., 1984
Selectmen
Elizabeth D. Lown, Chairman, 198 6
Alice E. Arnold, 1986 John I. Snow, 1984
Francis N. Perry, 1985 Henry Manoogian, 1985
Barbara Landry, Secretary
Town Clerk























Marshall Strickland David Herlihy Richard G. Crocker




Supervisors of the Checklists






Roy E. Maston, Director Harding C. Sortevik, Dep. Dir,
Trustee of Trust Funds
David T. Ramsay, 1986
Raymond Wool son, 19 8 5
George W. Brown, Resigned
William P. Lyle , 1984
Cemetery Trustees
David T. Ramsay John I. Snow
Robert Crouter
Library Trustees
Lucy Ramsay, 1984 Forrest Athey , Jr., 1985
Wendy Stotz, Resigned Barbara Wilson, 1986
Richard Heineke, 1984 John Moorhouse, 1986
Blanche Wichman, 1984
Planning Board
Oliver Hayes, Chairman, 1984
Roger Smith, 1986 Betty Arnold, Ex-officio
Douglas Kirkwood, 1986 Nancy Jones, Alternate
Charles Tiedemann, 1988 William D ' Alessandro, Alt,
Marilyn Peterman, 198 5 Nancy Baker, Alternate
Edward Merrell, 198 7 John Silva, Alternate
Board of Adjustment
Peter F. Wells, Chairman, 1984
Linda Lonneman, 1986 John F. Scott, Alternate
W. Alan Huebner, 1987 J. Clark Logan, Alternate
James M. Banghart, Jr., 1985 Philip Stone, Alternate
Robert Suomala, 1988 Arnold Dickinson, Alt.
Road Commissioners
Stephan Duggan, Resigned Everett Leach, 1985
Meric Arnold, 1986 Elliott Lyon, 1984
Nashua Regional Planning Commission
Martin Michaelis, 1984 John Silva, Alternate
Justin Bielagus, 1986 M. A. Wight, Alternate
Nancy Jones, Alternate
Conservation Commission
Elisabeth Barrett, Chairman, 1984
Howard Parkhurst, 1986 Charles Bacon, 1986
Thornton Stearns, 1985 Oliver Holt, Alternate
Elizabeth Gillespie, Resigned David Atkinson, 1984
Ann Kirkwood, 1985 George Doran, Resigned
Carol Francis, 1986 William Overholt, Alt.
Historic District Commission
Peter Rotch, 1984 Neil McDowell, Alternate
Robert Jackson, 1985 Oliver Hayes, Ex-officio
John I. Snow, Ex-officio Nancy Baker, 1986
Recreation Commission
Gerry Klein, 1985 John Wolfgang, 1984
David McGuckin, 1984 Gene Calvano, Alternate























M. A. Wight, Jr
Joanne Head
Representatives to General Court
B, P. Smith
Peter F. Wells
Member of State Senate
John Stabile
Highway Safety Committee
John T. Osborn, Jr., Police Chief Gustav Bischoff, Rescue-Resign
Marshall Strickland, Fire Chief Richard Grumet, Rescue
Roy Maston, Civil Preparedness Francis Perry, Selectman
Richard Crocker, Highway Alexander Blastos, Schools
Souhegan Regional Landfill District
Thomas Grella, 1985 Dennis Wheeler, 1986
William Marble, Resigned
TOWN WARRANT
Ihe State of New Hanpshire
March 13, 1984
Polls will be open from 7:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m. at Wilkins School
Voting on Articles 1 and 2 will be at the polls.
Remaining articles will be considered at the meeting held at
9:00 a.m. March 17, 1984 at Middle School.
To the inhabitants of the Ibwn of Amherst in the County of Hills-
borough and State of New Hanpshire, qualified to vote in Town affairs:
You are hereby notified to meet at the Wilkins School on Boston
Post Road, Village on Tuesday, the 13th day of March, 1984 at 7:00 a.m.
for the choice of Town Officers elected by official ballot and such
action required to be inserted on said official ballot (Articles 1 and 2)
.
The polls will open on said date at 7:00 a.m. and will close not
earlier than 7:00 p.m. in the evening.
You are hereby notified that the second session of the annual meeting
of the Town of Amherst will be held at the Middle School on Cross Road,
Amherst on Saturday, March 17, 1984 at 9:00 o'clock in the morning to act
on those matters not to be ^oted on by official ballot (Article 3 thru
Article 1.
To choose all necessary Town officers for the ensuing terms.
Article 2.
To see if the Town will vote to make the following changes in the
Zoning Ordinance and Zoning Map for the Town of Amherst.
AMENDMENT #1
Withdrawn by the Planning Board.
AMENDMENT #2
Amend the definition of a Planned Development (section 9) to read
"A Planned Business or Commercial Development."
BALLOT QUESTION:
Are you in favor of the adoption of Amendment #2 as proposed by the
Planning Board for the Town of Amherst to make clear the difference




Delete the following from uses permitted by Special Exception in the
Residential (RE) Zone (Section 5-4) . Lines 2 thru 6 (religious purposes,




Are you in favor of the adoption of Amendment #3 as propDsed by the
Planning Board for the Tawn of Aniherst to eliminate soite uses currently
permitted by Special Exception in the Residential Zone?
YES NO
AMENDMEfTT #4
1. Amend Section 4-9, Paragraph C-1 (in the Industrial Zone) to
read. .."Ihe minimum lot area for any permitted use shall be one acre."
2. Amend paragraph C-2 so that the frontage requirement for all uses
permitted in the Industrial Zone is 200 feet, (eliminating paragraph 2b)
BALLOT QUESTION:
Are you in favor of the adoption of Amendment #4 as proposed by the
Planning Board for the Ibwn of Amherst to make lot size requirements for
Limited Commercial uses consistent throu^out the Zoning Ordinance?
YES NO
AMENDMENT #5
Add to Section 6-2, Paragraph E..."'Ihey nay require plans, details,
specifications for new structures to have been prepared, or sealed, by
a licensed architect or engineer."
BALLOT QUESTION:
Are you in favor of the adoption of Amendment #5 as proposed by the
Planning Board for the Ibwn of Amherst to obtain reasonably detailed and
accxirate plans for the construction of new buildings?
YES NO
AMENDMENT #6
Add new Section 3-12 to Article III. Farming
Intent. In keeping with the goals of the Master Plan, a Right to
Farm Ordinance is hereby written to encourage and protect farms and
farming in the Ibwn of Amherst.
Proposal. In order to protect the existing farms in the Ibwn of
Amherst and to encourage others who might want to farm, it is recognized
that 'the right to farm' is a natural right and is allowed to exist as a
permitted use in the Ibwn of Amherst subject to the restrictions and
regulations of the Ibwn of Amherst and State Health and Sanitary Codes
for intensive fowl and livestock farms.
The right to farm as used in this Ordinance includes use of necessary
equipment, farm machines, farm laborers, application of fertilizers, etc,
for the purpose of producing agricultural products such as vegetables,
grains, hay, fruit, trees, plants, etc. Ihe right to farm shall also
include the right to use land for grazing by animals and the raising of
livestock and fowl, \\^en conducted in accordance with generally accepted
agricultural practices and may take place on holidays, Sundays, weekdays,
night and day.
BALLOT QUESTION:
Are you in favor of the adoption of Amendment #6 as proposed by the




Add new Paragraph J to Section 6-2... "J. Consistent with State
Statutes, public utility structures proposed for the Ttown of Amherst
shall obtain building permits and meet zoning requirements."
BALLOT QUESTION:
Are you in favor of the adoption of Amendment #7 as proposed by the
Planning Board for the Town of Amherst to obtain a reasonable measure of
control, consistent with State Statutes, as to the location, height and
setback of public utility structures v\^en constructed in Amherst?
YES NO
AMENDMENT #8
Aitend the paragraphs on Densities and Bonuses in the PRD Ordinance
as follows:
DENSITIES In the PRD, density shall be determined by the following
method. Divide the net tract area by two (2) , the minimum lot size in the
Residential, Rural, and Commercial Zones, or by five (5), the minimum lot
size in the Northern Rural Zone. Multiply the result by four (4) if soils
are of slight limitation, or three (3) if more than 50% of the net tract
area is of moderate limitation. The results shall be the number of bed-
rooms permitted in the entire development. If bonuses, as explained below,
are granted, the total nurriber of bedrooms shall not exceed twenty-five
(25%) percent of the number of bedrooms calculated above. The number of
bedrooms permitted in any PRD shall be determined by the Board to assure
compliance with the purpose of a PRD and shall not exceed the limit
determined above.
For the purposes of this Ordinance, a bedroom may mean any room other
than a kitchen, bathroom, living, or small utility room. In the review of
the floor plan or plans, the Board, v^en appropriate, may deem floor space
shown on said plans to constitute the nuirber of bedrooms Wnich could be
reasonably built in that space, as opposed to the number of bedrooms shown.
The Board nay designate a room not to be a bedroom if it is clear that its
use as a bedroom is unlikely in view of the layout of the unit or overall
character of the PRD. The number of said bedrooms that shall be permitted
in any one of the units proposed shall be fixed by the Board before the
approval of the Final Phase. The Board shall also approve the external
architectural design of the PRD to ensure its conpliance with the goals
of this Ordinance as stated in the section on PURPOSE. The number of
bedrooms permitted in the PRD shall be noted on the Final Plat.
BONUSES The Board shall review the proposed PRD and consider the
extent to which it neets or addresses the objectives set forth in this
Ordinance and the Master Plan and may, in its judgment, grant boni:ises in
the form of an increase in the number of permitted bedrooms. "The Board
shall consider phasing of construction over a minimum of three (3) years
as a requirement for such consideration. In no case shall the total number
of bedrooms of the PRD exceed twenty-five (25%) percent of the maximum
number of bedrooms calcvilated above.
ADD to Open Space paragraph. . .Harvesting of trees in the open space
is permitted if it is done according to good forestry practice and with
the expressed permission of the Planning Board.
BALLOT QUESTION:
Are you in favor of the adoption of Aitenditient #8 as proposed by the
Planning Board for the Tbwn of Amherst to elinxLnate reference to specific
percentage of bonios bedrooms which might be granted by the Planning Board
in reviewing/approving Planned Residential Developments?
YES NO
AMENEMENT #9
To create an Aquifer Conservation District, as stated in the text
below, identifiable as areas of blue shading or crosshatching appearing
on state-wide mapping prepared by the U.S. Geological Survey entitled
"Availability of Groundwater in the Lov^^r Merrimack River Basin, Southern
New Hampshire by John E. Cotton, 1977", and as may be amended from time
to time.
New Section 4-13, Article IV. Aquifer Conservation District
PURPOSE: Pursuant to RSA 31:60 (674:16) and RSA 31:61A (674:21) and
in order to help maintain the quality of living in the Ibwn of Amherst as
set forth in the Master Plan, the Town believes that an adequate water
supply is indispensable to the health, welfare, and safety of its citizens.
Such an adequate sipply is also essential to the maintenance of the ecolo-
gical balance of the natural environment of the Town, an environment v^ch
the Town wishes to protect. These water resources are subject to an ever-
increasing demand for new and competing uses. Thus, the Town declares and
determines that such water resources v\*iether occurring above or below ground
constitute a precious, finite, and invaluable public resource. These re-
sources should be protected, conserved, and managed in the interest of
present and future generations. The intent of this Ordinance is to provide
for the protection of the water resources from contamination by polluting,
hazardous, or toxic materials.
LOCATION: The Aquifer Conservation District is identified as those
areas designated by blue shading or crosshatching which appear on state-
wide mapping prepared by the U.S. Geological Survey entitled "Availability
of Groundwater in the Lower Merrirreck River Basin, Southern New Haitpshire"
by Johii E. Cotton, 1977, and as may be amended or superceded by the U.S.G.S.
or by the Planning Board as provided herein from time to time. This map is
on display in the Zoning Office of the Town of Amherst. The district shall
include mapped primary and secondary recharge areas.
A. Permitted Uses. Any of the following uses, v^ich may require a
permit, that meet the purpose of the District outlined above and which
coitply with all of the following requiranents and conditions.
1. Industrial or commercial uses, in the Industrial and Comimercial
zones respectively, which discharge no hazardous or toxic waste on site and
v^ch uses are non-polluting.
2. Residential uses.
3. Activities designed for conservation of soil, water, plants and
wildlife.
4. Outdoor recreation activities except those which destroy the sur-
faces of hillsides, or other watershed areas.
5. Operation and maintenance of existing bodies of water, wells, dams
or other conservation devices.
6. Forestry uses provided that the land is returned to its natural
state in order to prevent loss of top soil, erosion, or alteration of the
normal drainage patterns and flow. Agricultural uses vdiere the land in
question is planted with a cover crop when the use is terminated.
B. Prohibited Uses: The following uses are prohibited in this District:
1. Outdoor storage of road salt or other deicing chaniicals and duitping
of snow containing road salt or other deicing cheniicals.
2. Solid waste disposal sites.
3. Septage disposal sites and lagoons.
4. Automotive repair shops, junkyards, automotive junkyards and auto-
motive salvage operations, as well as any similar use \\W.ch might potentially
affect water quality.
5. On-site storage of hazardous waste, or toxic materials, e>3cept
tenporarily as necessary in the ordinary course of business. A permit is
required for such tenporary storage.
C. Special Conditions. The following conditions shall apply to all
uses in this District.
1. Sanitary waste water discharge to septic and leaching systems shall
conform to the regulations set forth in the Town of Amherst Water Pollution
Control Regulations.
2. All liquid or solid waste other than normal septic effluent shall
be tenporarily stored on-site and disposed of in a manner determined by
the Planning Board.
3. Monitoring wells shall be established for all industrial and CQn>-
mercial uses utilizing or storing hazardous or toxic materials. The number,
construction, and location of these wells shall be determined by the Planning
Board. These wells shall be checked for conpliance with the Interim Primary
Drinking Water Regulations and Secondary Drinking Water Regulations as pro-
vided for in the Safe Drinking Water Act of 1974. The checking of wells
shall take place on a monthly basis and the results reported to the Board
of Health.
4. Storage of petroleum and refined petroleum products shall be above
ground in a manner approved by the Fire Department unless Planning Board
permission is obtained for subsurface storage. It shall be the responsibility
of every applicant for such permit to demonstrate to the satisfaction of the
Planning Board that subsurface storage can be acconplished in a manner which
will not adversely affect the aquifer. Subsurface storage of such materials
is permitted only with permission of the Planning Board and with such con-
ditions specified to prevent the pollution of the aquifer. Permits issued
by the Board of Selectmen shall be for a period of not more than fifteen
(15) years, renewable i5>Dn application.
5. Use of pesticides, herbicides, fertilizers, manure and other poten-
tially dangerous leachables shall be controlled in a manner determined by
the Board of Health and in coirpliance with RSA 149D, 149D:7, 222 and the
NH Code of Administrative Rules. Storage of these materials shall not be
outdoors
.
6. When an industrial or coimiercial use changes on a site within this
District to a use v^ch involves the use, storage, or disposal of hazardous
or toxic materials, a non-residential site review shall be required.
7. No more than 70% of a lot shall be rendered inpervious.
8. Storm water drainage from aquifer sites shall be collected into
catch or settling basins before leaving the site.
D. Incorrectly Designated Zones. When the actual boundary of the
Aquifer Conservation District is disputed, the Planning Board, at the com-
plainant's expense and authorization, may engage a professional geologist
or hydrogeologist to determine the precise location of the Aquifer Conser-
vation District boundaries in the properties affected. A report of his/her
findings shall be submitted to the Planning Board and shall include but not
be limited to the following:
1. A revised soils map of t±ie area in question prepared by a soils
scientist qualified in hydrologic studies along with a written report of
his/her on-site field inspection and test boring data.
2. The Planning Board shall adjust the boundary of this District
based on the evidence provided as set forth above. It shall reserve the
right to withhold action on any plat pending the results of an on-site
inspection by the Board or its appointed agent and shall act to approve
or disapprove the plan within ninety (90) days of submission or such
further time as deemed necessary, but not to exceed an additional
ninety (90) days.
E. Administration. All existing industrial and corrtnercial uses
utilizing or storing hazardous or toxic materials which are located within
the Aquifer Conservation District must be reviewed by the Planning Board
within six (6) months of the enactment of this Ordinance and must be in
coirpliance with the conditions of this Ordinance by Januairy 1, 1986.
F. Non-Conforming Uses. Non-conforming uses which exist at the time
of adoption of this Ordinance may continue unless that use is found by the
Board of Selectmen in consultation with the Planning Board to be an
inminent danger to the public health, safety, and welfare. In such cases,
that use must be brought into conformance with this Ordinance in a timely
fashion as determined by the Board of Selectmen or the Board of Health.
BAIIOT QUESTION:
Are you in favor of the adoption of Amendment #9 as proposed by the
Planning Board for the Town of Amherst to create an Aquifer Conservation
District in order to protect the quality of water in Amherst in the in-
terest of present and future generations?
YES ^D
AMEMDMENT #10
Amend the Zoning Map for the area at the junction of RDUte 13 and
Christian Hill Road to change the zoning from Limited Commercial to Rural.
Said area containing all or portions of lots 72, 73, 74, 75, 76, 76-1, 69-4
on tax map 5 and as shown on posted maps.
BALLOT QUESTION:
Are you in favor of the adoption of Amendment #10 as proposed by the
Planning Board for the Town of Amherst to change the zoning of this area
from Limited Conmercial to Plural?
YES NO
AMENDMENT #11
Add definitions of the following words to the definitions Section IX of
the Amherst Zoning Ordinance.
Hazardous or Toxic Material or Liquids - Materials or liquids that pose
a threat, present or future, to the environment, v^ether in use, storage,
or transit, including without exception hazardous waste identified and
listed in accordance with Section 3001 of the Resource Conservation and
Recovery Act of 1976, and as may be amended from time to time.
Primary Recharge Area - The area immediately overlying the stratified
drift aquifer and adjacent areas of stratified drift vvhich may not have
sufficient thickness to be part of the aqmfer. The boundary of the primary
recharge area is the contact between stratified drift and adjacent till or
bedrock.
Secordary Recharge Area - The land adjacent to primary recharge area
from which groundwater moves down a gradient into the aquifer.
Aqioifer - A geologic unit capable of yielding usable amounts of water.
BALIDT QUESTION:
Are you in favor of the adoption of Amendment #11 as proposed by the
Planning Board for the Town of Amherst to add definitions of hazardous or
toxic materials or liquids. Primary Ftecharge Area, Secondary Recharge Area,
and Aquifer to the Zoning Ordinance?
YES NO
AMENDMENT #12
Amend the Zoning Ordinance (Section 4-5, Paragraph A-6, Northern Rural
Zone) to delete the second sentence v^ch currently requires that subdivi-
sions of five (5) or more lots must be according to Planned Residential
Development provisions.
BALLOT QUESTION:
Are you in favor of the adoption of Amendment #12 as proposed by the
Planning Board for the Town of Amherst to allow conventional forms of






Are you in favor of adopting Amendment #13 as proposed by petition of
voters of this Town to include in the Commercial Zone, lot 20, tax map 1,
as shown on posted maps and in the area of the intersection of Route lOlA





Are you in favor of adopting Amendment #14 as proposed by petition of
voters of this Town to include in the Limited Commercial Zone, lot 20, tax
nap 1, as shown on posted maps and in the area of the intersection of





Are you in favor of adopting Amendment #15 as proposed by petition of
voters of this Town to include in the Commercial Zone, lots 110, 111, 112,
tax map 2, as shown on posted maps and in the area of the intersection of






Are you in favor of adopting Amendment #16 as proposed by petition of
voters of this Town to include in the Limited Commercial Zone, lots 110,
111, 112, tax map 2, as shown on posted maps and in the area of the inter-






Are you in favor of adopting Amendmant #17 as proposed by petition of
voters of this Town to see if the Town will vote to amend the Zoning
Ordinance section titled Planned Residential Development (PRD) dated
11-2-82 by restricting said developments to pre-selected geographical
areas of the T3wn, and which must be coitpatible in value and esthetically
harmonious with those residences being irtpacted in the area or take action
relative thereto? The Planning Board recoiimends a NO vote.
YES NO
Article 3,
To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate such monies as
may be necessary to defray Town charges for the period July 1, 1984 to
June 30, 1985.
Article 4.
To see if the Town will vote to give the Selectmen and Town Treasurer
the authority to borrow money in anticipation of tax receipts.
Article 5. Tax Impact - Paid in full 1.53
Three years average .60 anraaally
To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of
$260,000 for reconstruction and development of the playing fields at
Wilkins School and on school land adjacent to the Middle School. Of this
sum $25,000 is to come from the Bean Foundation, $12,500 to be withdrawn
from the Federal Grant approved in 1979 for this purpose and the balance
to be raised by serial notes having a term of three years, or take action
relative thereto.
Article 6. Tax Impact
To see if the Town will vote to authorize the withdrawal frcm the
Federal Revenue Sharing Funds for offsets against budgeted appropriations





Article 7. Tax Inpact
To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of
$7,000 to cover the Town's share of the cost of a study on septage manage-
ment for the four towns comprising the Souhegan Regional Landfill District.
The purpose of the study is to determine the best method available to the
tcwns to ccanply with the mandate of the State that each jurisdiction must
provide a suitable method of disposal of the effluent generated within its
borders. And further to authorize the withdrawal of the amount required
for this purpose from Federal Revenue Sharing Funds or take action rela-
tive thereto.
Article 8. Tax Iirpact
To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of
$3,000 for the purpose of seeking professional help frcm the New Haitpshire
Municipal Association to review the new Personnel Policy and wage schedules
adopted by the Selectmen and to authorize the withdrawal of the amount re-
quired for this purpose from Federal Revenue Sharing Funds, or take action
relative thereto.
Article 9. Tax Inpact
To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of
$16,000 to cover the study, revision and corpletion of the Master Plan
for the Town, as required by the newly adopted state law and authorize
the withdrawal of the amount required for this purpose from Federal Revenue
Sharing Funds or take action relative thereto.
Article 10. Tax Inpact
To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum not to
exceed $6,000 to complete the Town's aquifer study by covering the cost
of a deep rock water resource inventory and to effectuate the aquifer pro-
tection regulations of the Town, and authorize the withdrawal of the amount
required for this purpose frcan Federal Revenue Sharing Funds or take action
relative thereto.
Article 11. Tax Inpact 1.38
To see if the Town will vote to establish a capital rese2rve fund for
the construction of a 12,000 square foot library or renovation of the ex-
isting facility and raise and appropriate the sum of $200,000 as an initial
payment to t±iis fund or take action relative thereto.
Article 12. Tax Inpact
To see whether the Town will ratify and approve the action of the
Board of Selectmen on conditionally entering into an interraunicipal agree-
ment for the provisions of catmunication along with other towns set forth
in said agreement for the purposes described therein including the delivery
of ccrmiunications and dispatch services to the member towns or take action
relative thereto.
12
Article 13. Tax Impact
To see if the Town will vote to adopt the provisions of RSA 674:5
and authorize the Planning Board to prepare and amend from time to time,
a recotmended program of municipal capital improvement projects, the
purpose shall be to aid the Town in consideration of the annual budget
or take action relative thereto.
Article 14. Tax Inpact
To see if the Town will vote to accept the provisions of RSA 202A:llb
allowing the Library to retain monies earned by inccrne-generating equipment
for library purposes or take action relative thereto.
Article 15. Tax Inpact
To see if the Town will vote to abandon and discontinue, pursuant
to RSA 231:43 the Town road leading to the Old Walker Farm (lot 4-65)
.
Article 16. BY PETITION Tax Inpact .14
To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of
$20,000 to be administered by the Conservation Conmission with the con-
currence of the Board of Selectmen for the purpose of acquiring land or
water rights with particular attention to major aquifers and aquifer re-
charge areas in accordance with NHRSA 36A-5.
Article 17. BY PETITION Tax Inpact - to be discussed at
Town Meeting
To see if the town of Amherst will vote to direct the Board of
Selectmen to establish a full time position of Administrative Assistant
to act as a representative of the Board and perform duties at the direction
of the Board, and provide for the funding of such a position.
Article 18. BY PETITION Tax Impact
To see if the town of Amherst shall call upon the Governor and Execu-
tive Council, its State Representative (s) and State Senator to prcsnptly
convene a Special Session of the Legislature for the sole purpose of
preventing the inposition of huge cost increases in electric rates result-
ing from the Seabrook Nuclear Power Plant on the citizens, businesses,
schools and agencies in the town of Amherst, and to direct the Selectmen
to pronptly notify our above listed elected officials of the Town's desire.
Article 19. BY PETITION Tax Inpact
To see if the Town will vote to change the names of the two streets
in the developnent known as Stonehenge (now Village Woods) fron Bluestone
Drive and Stonehenge Drive to Village Woods Drive and Village Ccranon Court.
Given under our hands and seal

















TAX YEAR 198 3 SUMMARY OF INVENTORY VALUATION
Land - Improved and Unimproved $ 32,883,350
Buildings 107,085,760
Public Utilities, Electric 1,849,431
Public Utilities, Gas 498,026
Public Water Utility 115,650
House Trailers, Mobile Homes, Travel Trailers 327,930
Total Valuation Before Exemptions Allowed $142,760,147
Blind Exemptions $28,800
Elderly Exemptions 936,910
Total Exemptions Allowed 965,710
NET VALUATION ON WHICH TAX RATE IS COMPUTED $141,794,437










Land Categories No. of Owners No. of Acres
Farm Land 70 1,333.51
Forest Land 99 4,371.68
Wild Land 68 1,858.00









PI RPOSKS OF APPROPRIATIONS
CI LTIRE AND RECREATION
SOURCES OF REVENUE
TAXES
THIS pa(;e rksekvkd for I sf. by
THE DEPARTMENT OF RE\ EM E ADMINISTRATION
TAX RATE ( OMPl TATION
135 Tolal Iimn Appropriations
136 I<ital Re and Credits
137 Net I own Approprialions
I3X Net School la\ Asscssmcnt(s)
139 County lax As
140 total ol I own. School and County








14: ADD War SerMCC Credits (see page 6)
143 ADD Overlay








SUMMARY OF VALUATIONS AND TAXES TO BE ASSESSED FOR THE TAX YEAR 1983 BY PRECINCTS, SERVICE
AREAS, VIII.AGE DISTRICTS AND SCHOOL DISTRICTS WHERE VALUATION OR BOUNDARIES ARE NOT I DENTI-
CAI Wn H I HA r OF 1 HE TOWN OR CITY.
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Town of, ..^^erst. FINANCIAL REPORT





201 A 11funJs in cusmJy «f treasurer (See inunu iii)/n-Aliai h Sii;iju>niiii; S< lu\tuli)
202 In hands of official', (See histnienoiis-Ann, h Siipporniif; St lieJiileL^-j.^, r'^ ^-h
203 Library FRS bal in transit
?,146,08Caa
JLSflOa
Less Manifest in transit - 52.759 17
lOl AI, C ASH
9181
207 Canilal Reserve Funds (R S A . Chap. 35) (Slate Purpose of Fund) (Offscls similar liabilily account)
2.093,563.53
Police/Zoning veh 31,414; Ccttto Eg 6,963.02; fire truck |
25,117.76; grader 89,264.20; recreation 10,187.91; Rescue
veh 22,121.63; Hwy Eg 15,655.52; bridge 182,436.94;








Total Capital Reserve Funds
Accounts Due in the Town
394,023.82
Due from State
TRZr Joint Highway Conslruc'n Accounts. Unexpended Bal In Stale 1 rcasur'
il^ DpfprrpH r'Vi^irgp - tennis COUrt ^"P* frnm Rpv- , ppg
217 Gas Inventory
Other bills due 1 own:
Lien Fot the Elderly (RSA 72:38-A) (Offsets similar liahiliis accouni)
Continental Ins. (PICA)
Due tron FRS
226 tXae trcm Highway Reserve
Accident Reports
cemetery Fence payment fron Trustees
Police Special Duty
Due from Rescue Fund



















233 Unredeemed 1 axes (fromta\ sale on account of) 1982
(a) Levy of I9HI
(b) Lew of I9K0












I <u iIk' >(.-.it I mOlcJ December 31. I9K2. June 30. 19S3
1 1 Ai;ii I Ills
ini^ Oucd h\ tlic 1 .'" n
1 nc.vp'.'.-J'.'l H.'l."!^-- ! SpcLJ.il Nppiopii.ilinii- i Miach Scliejuk I
25,691
' ncxp^ndcJ H.iliinn'. Ill Hone! & Sole I iinds ( Aiuch Schedule)
'^cuxr I unci
TiirkiDL' Meier I uiul
I 'iicxpenil.'d lUxciiuc Sli:iritiy I unds
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Election and Registration expenses
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Building Inspection
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Total Public Safety Expenses 360,469 l04
HIGHWAYS. STREET, BRIDGES
Town Maintenance
General Highway Department Expenses
287,565 b?I




Other Highways and Bridges Expenses (Attach Schedule) q-i-t-qo-)- Tjahtq
73,792 02
11,570 172 II





Other Sanitation Expenses (Attach Schedulel
Total Sanitation Expenses 89,417 116
Health Department 9,487 36
Hospitals and Ambulance s 14,060 37
Animal Control 11,533
Vital Statistics
Other Health Expenses (Attach Schedule)
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Aid to the Disabled
567 no
Other V\ellare Expenses (Attach Schedule) rpmp»-Fgri pg 16,247 k7
Total VVelfare Expenses 31 ,200 137







Other Culture and Recreational Expenses (Attach Schedule)
2,257 71





BONDS AND LONG TERM NOTES AtTHORIZED-l NISSIED:
As of December 31, 1982, June 30, 1983 (I)
Bonds and Long Term Notes Authorized-Unissued:
Purpose (List Each Separately)






























Highway Vehicle Reserve 10 , 862 . 70
394,023.82
Schedule B
Unexpended Balance of Appropriations
Zoning Printing 1982 1,025.00
Fire Communication 1982 13,500.00
Brick School 1982 2,142.00
Aquifer 1,806.00
Wilkins Field 2,324.87
















Ken Carpenter Ford 8,055.00












Conservation Gift 1 ,115. 00
6,400.49
Schedule F
Locke Estate 1981 18.74
Locke Estate 1982 41.30
Laliberte, Lionel 1982 962.92
Dinsmore, Edward 1981 292.37
Enterprise Development 1981 282.61
Evans Construction 1981 438.81











National Bank Stock 20.00
Double Payment 1,448.26
Current Use 4,550.00
1984 Current Use 1,600.00
1984 Timber Tax 1,081.50 *
TOTAL DEBIT $1,693,895.62
Remitted to Treasurer
1983 Property Tax $1,658,345.70
Resident Tax 25,490.00
Timber Tax 1,360.16*
National Bank Stock 20.00
Double Payment 1,448.26
Current Use 4,550.00
1984 Current Use 1,600.00
1984 Timber Tax 1,081.50 *
TOTAL CREDIT $1,693,895.62
* Remittance also reported in Tax Yield Report
Summary of Warrant - 1982


































































Summary of Warrants - Yield
tn
SUMMARY OF TOWN TREASURER'S REPORT









Certificates of Deposit to General Fund 7,
Repurchase Agreements to General Fund 1,
Excess Town Funds Savings to General Fund
Payroll Account to General Fund
Revenue Sharing CD Account to General Fund
Conservation CD Account to General Fund
Police Savings Account to General Fund
Rescue Savings Account to General Fund
Recreation Savings Account to General Fund
Conservation Land Savings Account to Gen. Fund
Conservation Gift Savings Account to Gen. Fund
Revenue Sharing Savings Account to Gen. Fund








Less bad checks uncollected
Less Memos
Less Selectmens' orders paid
Plus Voids

























































Opening Balance 7/1/82 $ 1.30
Deposits 100-00
101.30
Interest 1 • 65
102.95
Withdrawals 66.08








Balance 6/30/83 $ 525.13
Amherst Rescue Gift Account






Balance 6/30/83 $ 770.87
Escrow Account




Account Closed 6/20/83 $
Excess Town Funds Account






Balance - Account Closed 11/30/82 $
Federal Revenue Sharing Account






















REPORT OF THE TOWN CLERK
For the year ending June 30, 1983
State Registration Fees $ 6,705.50




Uniform Commercial Codes 1,637.40
Business Permits & Filing Fees 29.00
Miscellaneous 17.30
Liquor Permits
Land Fill Permits 285.35
Dog and Kennel Licenses 6,239.95
Dog Fines (Court) 126. 50
TOTAL PAID TO TREASURER $ 407,184.84
BERNICE G. BOOTHROYD, TOWN CLERK
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SCHEDULE OF TOWN PROPERTY
Date Acquired Property & Map No.
18-43
Size Value
18 24 Town Hall and Land
Equipment
1872 Village Fire Station 17-26
Equipment
1890 Library & Land 17-7
Equipment
1890 Police Equipment
1904 Land for Village Courts 17-13
1917 Highway Department Land & Building
Equipment
1917 Parks & Playgrounds
1932 Baboosic Dump 6-86
1953 Brick School 17-82
Equipment
1953 Annex-Brick School 17-82
1971 Baboosic Lake Land & Building 24-13
Equipment
1973 Jones Lot 2-26
1973 Cemetery Tool House
Equipment
1973 Rescue Equipment
1974 Souhegan Regional Landfill 8-9
1975 Souhegan Landfill Addition 8-2-1
1975 South Amherst Fire Station 2-172-1
1976 Thibodeau Land 2-163
1977 Howard Cemetery 17-51
1977 Carey Development 4-52-54
1977 Jasper Valley Development Corp.
1977 Sullivan Lot 20-4
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SELECTMEN'S REPORT
The Selectmen, in making this report on the status of
the Town of Amherst, are pleased to again be able to tell
you that the Town is in an excellent financial condition.
Although you undoubtedly noticed a significant increase in
that portion of the taxes attributed to the Town, you must
also be aware that this resulted from action of the legis-
lature in dispensing state funds to towns and cities. While
we engaged in some minor efforts to correct this imbalance,
it soon became apparent that the Department of Revenue, lack-
ing clear direction from the legislature, developed their
own means of apportionment causing the town's rate to in-
crease dramatically. However, since the level of state sup-
port to the town is now firmly established, it will give us
closer control of our expenses in the future by removing
surprises from the rate-setting process.
Happily, through a very active investment program,
handled with excellent results by our treasurer, an unexpected
increase in auto registration fees; some modest savings in
the budget and increased tax interest revenues, we were able
to again finish our fiscal year with a healthy surplus. Four
hundred thousand dollars of this was used to reduce the tax
rate for 1983. We will complete fiscal year 1984 debt-free
with the final payment on the Police/Rescue facility. We have
within the warrant for your consideration, several items which
by your vote, may change this position.
The town budget shows an increase of 7% over last year,
exclusive of warrant articles. A modest increase to our staff
is included as well as increases from the landfill, welfare
and the inclusion as line items of articles which had pre-
viously been approved by Town Meeting.
Reappraisal, voted in in the March Town Meeting, started
in July with a review of residential properties. The process
completed previously in 1974 should take eighteen months to
complete and will bring the Town up to 100% valuation.
The Town and School Departments now share the use of a
computer, which after some initial installation problems, is
working well. Shortly, we will no longer require the use of
two outside service organizations.
Town employees now have a dental plan as part of the
benefit package. The Personnel Plan is continually being
updated and the Selectmen are proposing a professional re-
view and with annual updates of this plan by a municipal
personnel expert.
This has been the year of the Water Problem. After a
special Town Meeting, it was voted to extend the pipes of the
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Water District out to the Town Barn and two homes affected
by salt in their drinking water. The system was given a
final O.K. this past fall.
After forty percent of the drinking water in Milford
was declared contaminated, Milford purchased the Curtis land
in Amherst for a municipal well. This action took Amherst
by surprise and created quite a brouhaha. After some public
hearings, it was decided to appeal to the P.U.C. for a deci-
sion on where the responsibility would lie if it was proven
that Amherst residents had been negatively affected by the
Milford drawdown on this well. The results of the P.U.C.
hearing were positive for Amherst.
Residents of Route lOlA area expressed great concern
about a proposal to place an Exxon Service Center on the
western end of that highway. This became a general concern
about the aquifers in the area, and in the Town. The Plan-
ning Board will present to the voters an aquifer protection
ordinance in March.
Water testing is going on at Baboosic Lake through a
system of volunteers. The Souhegan Regional Landfill will be
monitored by the state, the results being known in the spring.
A water system is finally in the works for the Bon
Terrain Industrial Park. This system would serve business
in the Park and/ down the road, residents in the area. This
should encourage development in the area by lowering fire
insurance rates, thereby broadening the tax base.
The Nashua Regional Planning Association is an increas-
ing asset to the Town as growth causes us to look to solutions
that are regional, not solely local. Planning is in progress
now toward a long-range solution to our solid waste and sep-
tage problems. Voters will be apprised of this planning at
Town Meeting. Other regional issues are transportation plan-
ning, the aquifer delineation study, traffic problems on
Route lOlA, water testing at Baboosic Lake and the Town Master
Plan. Regional solutions tend to be most practical and most
cost effective.
We would like to extend our gratitude and appreciation
to the hard work and devotion displayed by our Town employees
in all departments. We are very proud of the job that they
do. In addition to Town paid personnel, we would like to
thank those volunteers in the Fire Department and Rescue Squad
who give long hours in the service of the Town. Finally, thank
you to those volunteers on committees and commissions without
whom the Town could not function. We hope that they will con-
tinue in their enthusiasm to serve the Town. Amherst is most
fortunate to have so many caring citizens.
ELIZABETH D. LOWN , CHAIRMAN
FRANCIS N. PERRY HENRY MANOOGIAN
JOHN I. SNOW ALICE E. ARNOLD
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WELFARE REPORT
The demands on the Welfare budget this year have been
modest with no large court ordered expenses. During 1983
we served thirteen needy families with help for food, rent
and utilities. Most of these people have found adequate
employment, thus making further Town help unnecessary. We
have also had bills from three other towns for former Amherst
people who were still our responsibility.
We were, however, not so fortunate with the Old Age
Assistance portion of our budget and today have three active
nursing home cases which result in a fairly large monthly
charge. We feel that the Town has been very fortunate to
have had such a small need for help from our people. Indeed,
we are concerned that those who truly require help are fail-
ing to let us know when we can be of assistance.
We have been fortunate also to receive aid from the
Pantry Shelf in Milford and from the service organizations
in Amherst. One of the highest points of each year is the
Christmas and Thanksgiving baskets so generously prepared
by the churches and by the Junior Womens' Club with the help






The Historic District Commission is charged with the
responsibility of reviewing and approving all applications
for building permits within the historic district. During
1983, the Commission reviewed 15 applications. The applica-
tions were for renovations or additions to existing struc-
tures .
The Commission held numerous meetings in connection
with its approval of applications. The Commission is interest-
ed in the development within the village district of the Town
and is in the process of establishing a collection of materials
on the historic preservation of buildings to be used by towns-
people .
PETER B. ROTCH, CHAIRMAN
ROBERT F. JACKSON
NEIL Mcdowell
JOHN I. SNOW, EX OFFICIO




Your conservation commission continued active in its
concern for the town's land and water resources and in its
maintenance of the Joe English Conservation Area.
Ann Kirkwood chaired the Baboosic Lake Study Committee,
which tested the lake's waters in cooperation with the state's
Water Supply & Pollution Control Board and the Nashua Regional
Planning Commission. A permanent committee of lake residents
is being formed to monitor the lake's quality. Under the
experienced leadership of Elisabeth Barrett, commission
members conducted several dredge-&-f ill inspections and
anticipate being called out on more this coming year as
construction increases.
To improve the stand of pine on the Sherburne land along
the Souhegan, the commission again contracted with Howard
Parkhurst to do the work and again as a side benefit realized
about $500 from the sale of the timber. With farm land con-
tinually being lost to development, the commission sought
to keep a former hay field on the Souhegan from growing up
to brush. The plan to lease it to the turf farm was, however,
so vigorously opposed by the abutting residents of Fairway
Drive that the turf farm lost interest. Those residents have
promised to come up with plans to keep the land clear, and
the commission awaits their proposals with great interest.
At Joe English, under the leadership of Chuck Bacon,
trail blazes were repainted and trails cleared, the latter a
never-ending chore. An Eagle Scout project of clearing the
Harding Highland Trail and replacing its bridges nears com-
pletion, as does another Eagle project of fencing and pro-
viding identification markers in the wild flower garden.
Ann Kirkwood made additional plantings there last summer.
Cub Scouts under the direction of Howard Parkhurst planted
black walnut seedlings at the foot of the beaver pond - to
which, by the way, beaver have evidently returned after an
absence of many years. A treated post was added to Crocker
Bridge to replace the original supporting tree that had died.
Bob Breck - surveyor and retired county forester - located
the corners of the Harding Memorial Forest with the help of
Chuck Bacon
.
Thornton Stearns masterminded the construction of a
bridge at the Baboosic Lake overpass to give access to the
western end of the B&M railroad bed. Residents wishing to
hike there may leave their cars in the unpaved part of the
police/rescue parking lot. The commission sponsored Heather
Kirkwood, Rebecca Leonard, and Deborah Wood at the annual
camp of the Society for the Protection of New Hampshire For-




For personal reasons Betsey Gillespie and George Doran
resigned as members, and the commission feels the loss of
their input. Alternates Ann Kirkwood and Carol Francis were
appointed by the selectmen to complete the terms. Bill Overholt
continues as an alternate.
ELISABETH BARRETT, CHAIRMAN








In 1983 an active and concerned Recreation Commission
was very busy addressing a number of issues including fur-
ther development of recreation programs and activities which
it sponsors and long range planning to meet ongoing and
future needs of recreation in the community.
The Recreation Commission adheres to the following basic
philosophy for youth programs it sponsors. Such activities
help to foster the development of youth through the teaching
of sportsmanship, fair competition, fundamental skills,
and commitment. It is the intent of the Commission that all
participants in such programs, whether players, coaches, or
parents, help in the success of our activities by understand-
ing and adhering to this philosophy.
During the year 1290 boys and girls participated in ARC
youth sports programs; track 91, baseball 279, Softball 156,
soccer 492, and basketball 272. Soccer had an increase of
101 participants over last year. An increase of 9% in youth
sports participation is anticipated for 1984.
Baboosic Lake Beach was a busy place during the summer
heat wave. Although the sale of season memberships was down,
a 19% increase in daily guest registrations found the beach
to be used as much as ever. The decline in season member-
ships was reflected in fewer swim lessons and less partici-
pation in the traditional Arts & Crafts program. Plans are
being made accordingly to revamp both programs in 1984.
Fifty-five boys and girls were active in the Baboosic Lake
swim team program during the summer.
Thanks to the hard work of many volunteers, an expanded
ice cream concession proved to be a popular service for
beach goers throughout the summer. New playground equipment
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made possible with donations by the Amherst Mens Club and
Newcomers Club was thoroughly enjoyed by youngsters of all
ages
.
During the year the Commission supported the efforts
of Rita Harden to develop a Childrens Theatre in Amherst.
The result was three highly successful workshops and two
full scale theatrical productions. By means of capital
reserve funds generated in annual budgets, all five town
tennis courts were resurfaced last spring.
Adult sports in mens basketball and volleyball and
womens volleyball once again developed a large following
throughout the year. A variety of winter and fall Adult
Enrichment courses drew many back into the classroom for
fun and learning.
The fourth annual ARC Ski & Skate Sale continued to be
an invaluable service to the community as well as an oppor-
tunity for the Commission to raise funds to help defray the
cost of special recreation projects and events.
Outdoor facilities for town recreation have long been
a concern of your Recreation Commission. With the ARC,
schools and civic organizations requesting more and more
use of existing fields, there has been a clear demand for
additional outdoor play and recreation areas. Upper Wilkins
Field facilities used for soccer, football, baseball, and
Softball are totally inadequate because of the effect of
water and drainage problems in the area. At the same time
more requests each year are made by independent baseball,
soccer and football organizations, local adult groups and
businesses, and the Recreation Commission itself for use of
existing outdoor facilities for programs and activities.
In July the Recreation Commission received a grant of
$10,000 from the Bean Foundation to have an engineering study
done of the upper and lower Wilkins Field area for the develop-
ment of recreation activity fields. The Foundation offered
additional financial support of up to $25,000 to complete any
project planned following the study. Plans are being final-
ized for facilities in the Wilkins School area, on school
owned land off Cross Road near the Middle School, or on a
combination of both sites. The ARC looks to this project as
a top priority item in the months to come.
During the year there have been over 100 head coaches
of youth sports teams sponsored by the Recreation Commission.
Add to the total the number of assistant coaches, youth
sports Advisory Committee members, referees. Adult Enrichment
faculty, Baboosic Lake staff and volunteers, school adminis-
tration and custodial personnel, and Highway Department crews,
it becomes clear that a tremendous number of people spend a
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great deal of time making Amherst recreation possible.
To one and all our sincerest thanks for all you did in
1983 and our hopes for your continued support in the year
to come. The Recreation Commission will continue at all
times to abide by the basic premise that any and all who wish
to become involved in recreation activities will be assured










1983 July 4th REPORT
Theme: Amherst, My Home Town!
Winning Floats: Best Overall - Grella Family
Most Original - Mackey Family
Most Colorful - Junior Womens Club
Chairman ' s Choice - Newcomers
Float Judge: Bob Philbrick
Speaker of the Day: Ellen Vars
Citizen of the Year: Marshall Strickland, Fire Chief
Special Award: Plaque listing all previous Citizens of the
Year to be kept in Town Hall. Presented to
Selectwoman Elizabeth Lown by Amherst Mens
Club.
Sign Carriers: Amy Blessing, Susie Whittaker, Ginny Cowen-
hoven. Barb Cassidy, Christine Disco.
Child Speakers: Sarah Weisman, Jean Ong , Ann Easton, David
Warme , Scott Miller, Mark Welborn.
New for 198 3: Fire-Rescue Roof Rescue Demo at Old Post
Office, BMX Free Style Show at Brick School,
Weekend Events: Sunday, July 3rd - 6th Annual Softball Tourney
at Middle School sponsored by Amherst Mens
Club. Players: Fire, Rescue, Lions and
Recreation Commission - Winner: Recreation.
Monday, July 4th: Booths on the Green, Lioness
Bike & Carriage judging. Wigwam and Chapel
open. Parade, Ceremonies, Rescue-Fire Demo,
BMX Demo, Baboosic Concert, Picnic, Games,
Races
.
Weather: Oppressively hot and humid 95-100°!
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Thanks to: Amherst Highway Department and Richard Crocker,
Amherst Rescue Squad, also Police and Fire Depart-
ments, Tom Grella and David Hall and my Committee:
Peter Bergin, Louise Ainsworth, Lyn Riccitelli,
Dorothy Sullivan, Ginger Cowenhoven and aides
Liz Morgan, Dolores Green, Justina Staley, George
and Maura Scollin, Diana and Given Owen, John and
Regina Welch, Ken Miller, Sue Pelley, Fran Camello,
Joann Osborn, Bob Connolly, Terry Shields, Emcees
Francis Perry and Jim Pasqualoni
.
ANN CONNELL BERGIN, CHAIRWOMAN
MEMORIAL DAY 19 8 3
Amherst observed Memorial Day on Monday, May 30, 1983
and for the second year in a row, it rained, though the
clouds let up a little as the parade stepped off.
Present were Town Officials, Scouts, D.A.R., and local
color guard. Providing music were the Amherst Middle School
Band and the Milford Area High School Band.
Plants were sold on Pierce Common by the Amherst Garden
Club and light refreshments were sold there also by S.A.G.E.
PETER F. BERGIN, CHAIRMAN
AMHERST RESCUE SQUAD
In 1983 the Rescue Squad responded to 428 calls for
Medical Assistance, including 60 calls to Mont Vernon and 31
Mutual Aid calls to surrounding towns, while receiving
Mutual Aid three times from those towns.
Overall, the year was a good one for the Squad. With
a slight increase in the number of calls over 1982, the
operating budget for the service has been increased only
$450.00.
The Squad now has three of its members that are EMT-I
(Intermediate) trained. This will enable them to start
intravenous fluids in the field under set medical protocols
with the hospitals. We still have twenty members that are
trained in MAST and EOA advanced life-support techniques.
The Squad received its new ambulance in September 1983,
the purchase of which had been approved at last year's Town
Meeting. To date, we are very pleased with its performance.
We thank the townspeople again for their continued support.
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This year we are asking for a $5,000 increase in the vehicle
capital reserve fund to ensure adequate funds for vehicle
replacement in the future.
The Squad has had a change in leadership. Gus Bischoff
resigned as Chief of the Rescue Squad, effective December
7, 1983 after serving as Chief for seven years. Richard
Grumet was selected by the Squad and Selectmen to take over
as Chief effective that date.
The Squad has grown and developed into one of the finest
volunteer Ambulance Services in the State under his leader-
ship. We will all miss him and thank him for his outstanding
contribution to the Squad and the Town of Amherst.
While Squad membership has remained in the mid 40 's
throughout the year, we continue to seek new members who are
available for duty between 6:00 A.M. and 6:00 P.M., our day
shift.
Squad members wish to thank all the residents of Amherst
for their continued support. Anyone wishing to see our
quarters or equipment, or learn more about the Squad should
feel free to drop by the building or contact any Squad member,
GUSTAV BISCHOFF, CHIEF - RICHARD GRUMET, CHIEF (12/7/83)
RICHARD GRUMET, DEPUTY CHIEF
GARY COWENHOVEN, CAPTAIN, AMBULANCE
THOMAS DUNCAN, CAPTAIN, RESCUE
PEG JONES, MARCIA HOUCK, DON STUBBS - LIEUTENANTS, AMBULANCE
RALPH ANDERSON, FRED DAVIS - LIEUTENANTS, RESCUE
MARGE BYAM, SECRETARY
ST. JOSEPH COMMUNITY SERVICES, INC .
Once again, SJCS has worked hard to control costs and
increase participant donations. Due to these factors, we
have been able to hold our request to $50 per person for
fiscal year 1985.
The purpose of our program is to provide nutritionally
sound noon meals as well as social support services to the
elderly and elderly homebound of Hillsborough County. The
funds contributed by towns and cities allow many seniors to
maintain their independence and lead happier lives at home.
ELAINE T. LYONS, EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
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PLANNING BOARD
The year 1983 was a year of transition. As the
economy slowly recovered from the recession, the housing
industry showed signs of possibly returning to the growth
problems of the 1970 's which so enormously increased our
population. While this growth rate has not yet material-
ized — continued high interest rates are still a factor --
we must recognize that southern New Hampshire has the
lowest unemployment rate and fastest growth of its indust-
rial base of almost any area in the United States. This
continued expansion of jobs necessarily means more people
requiring more houses. The Planning Board is faced with
providing for growth in a planned and controlled manner.
This year we have labored with the new (approved in
late 1982) concept of the Planned Residential Development
(PRD) . Our efforts to date have achieved mixed results.
There is one condominium subdivision approved for the area
between Amherst Hills and the village. One partially
approved, moderate priced condominium is proposed adjacent
to the Ponemah Bog. A third, on Corduroy Road, is still in
the early planning stages, where the concepts are being
examined to achieve a balance between the need for moderate
cost housing and the desire to incur no substantial ad-
verse impact on the neighborhood. The extensive studies
that these PRDs have required has led the Board to con-
clude that we should (a) lower the permitted densities in
future PRDs, and (b) provide greater freedom to the
Planning Board in granting density bonuses, which are
designed to encourage creative development consistent with
the objectives of the Master Plan. We will be presenting
to the 1984 Town Meeting a proposed amendment to the PRD
Ordinance that would bring about these changes.
A second major development facing the Planning Board
has been the complete recodification, with some major sub-
stantive changes, of NH law relating to the powers and
responsibilities of Planning Boards. The legislature has
decreed that if we wish to control growth, we must have a
growth control ordinance approved by Town Meeting. This
ordinance must be based on a Master Plan (prepared in a
detailed manner specified in the legislation) and a Capital
Improvement Program authorized by Town Meeting, and pre-
pared by the Planning Board. Accordingly, we will be
presenting to the 1984 Town Meeting a warrant article
directing the Planning Board to prepare a Capital Improve-
ment Plan. We are also presenting a warrant article in the
amount of $16,000 to cover the cost of necessary assistance
by the Nashua Regional Planning Commission in expanding
our Master Plan as required by the legislature, in order
to manage future growth in the Town. We anticipate broad
community involvement, possibly in the form of a new
Sounding Board or Town-wide survey. An appropriate growth
control ordinance could come from this effort.
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A third major effort of the Planning Board has been
an extensive study of ground water supplies in the Town.
As growth of Amherst, including the tax-base-broadening
industrial area, continues, our critical ground water
supply is increasingly threatened by possible pollution.
We will be presenting two warrant articles resulting from
this study. One will create an Aquifer Protection District
which will limit and control, to the maximum extent per-
mitted by NH law, the types and intensity of uses that will
be permitted in areas overlying or feeding our water
bearing soils. The second will request $6,000 to finance
a deep rock aquifer study to locate water bearing areas in
deep rock formations. This will support the gravel aquifer
study now underway by the U.S. Geologic Survey and will
give us a complete picture of all the water bearing areas
of Town that must be protected against future contamination.
OLIVER HAYES , CHAIRMAN
MARILYN PETERMAN, VICE CHAIRMAN
DOUGLAS KIRKWOOD, SECRETARY




WILLIAM D' ALESSANDRO, ALTERNATE
NANCY JONES , ALTERNATE
NANCY BAKER, ALTERNATE
JOHN SILVA, ALTERNATE
REPORT OF ZONING ADMINISTRATION
How many permits were issued for new residential
construction in 1983? Fifty (50) (59) units of housing)
.
How many total building permits? Three hundred and fifty-
two (352) . These figures represent increases of 200% and
45% above 1982. How many permits will be issued in 1984?
I estimate one hundred (100) units of housing and four
hundred (400) total permits.
These figures have made necessary a request that funds
be provided in the 1984-85 fiscal year for the employment
of a full-time Building Inspector. Currently the Town
employs only part-time help.
Comparison of the figures provided below with those
for the previous two years clearly indicate a strong trend
toward accelerated construction activity. If the Town is
to maintain reasonable standards of quality construction
and be in accord with its laws, funds must be available for
the purpose.
Permits applied for: 353
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Permits issued in 1983 for:















Special Exceptions Approved Denied
Road and driveway across watershed and
wetland 1
Water lines in the wetland 1
Water lines in the watershed 1
Professional office building 1 1
Access road across watershed and
wetland 1
Church building 1
PETER F. WELLS, CHAIRMAN
W. ALAN HUEBNER, VICE CHAIRMAN




In 1983 the Tree Committee continued to concentrate
its efforts in the area of maintenance. We contracted
for several large trees and stumps to be removed. Also
pruning on the different commons through town. The crab
apple trees on Carriage Lane shall be thinned and shaped
for health and beauty. This spring we are looking forward





ROAD COMMISSION REPORT - 198 3
The Road Commission holds their bi-monthly meetings
on the third Thursday of every other month beginning in
February. The purpose of the Commission is to discuss the
Highway Department budget, operations of the department and
make road inspections.
We wish to give you an update of our bridge replacement
and upgrading program of the Amherst Highway Department.
The bridge at the junction of Corduroy Road and Route 122
will be put out to bid after January 1, 1984 for construct-
ion in 1984. At the March 1983 town meeting an article was
passed to withdraw our share of $35,000 from the Bridge
Capital Reserve Fund. The balance of the monies will be
paid by the Federal Government - 80% and the State - 10%.
The second bridge which we had on our replacement pro-
gram is the Merrimack Road bridge. At the 1983 town
meeting we voted to authorize the Selectmen to enter into
a contract with the State for the replacement of this
bridge as well as raise and appropriate the sum of $43,000
to be withdrawn from our Bridge Capital Reserve Fund, which
is 15% of the estimated cost. This project is presently
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in the early stages of design and is scheduled for con-
struction in fiscal 1987.
During 1983 we upgraded two bridges - Camp Road and
Route 101 had 293 feet of guard rail replaced and the
cement bridge on the Horace Greeley Road had 160 feet of
railing replaced. We replaced the bridge at the junction
of Thornton Ferry Road II and Spring Road with a multi-
pipe. The funds for this replacement and upgrading came
from our Highway Block Grant.
Under our scheduled replacement of motor vehicles and
equipment, which is provided for through the Capital Re-
serve Motor Vehicle and Equipment Funds, we replaced two
of our one ton trucks, a 1968 military type vehicle and a
1979 one ton dump. As in the past, these new vehicles
were equipped with new plows and plow frames. Because it
is no longer feasible for private contractors to own
Sanders, it was necessary for us to purchase two sanders,
inasmuch as we could not rent this equipment.
HIGHWAY BLOCK GRANT
The following is a brief outline of our proposed work
program for 198 4-8 5:
Georgetown Drive - we will reset and rebuild a catch basin
and culvert and continue to the shimming of the road. We
are going to use funds to reoil approximately 11.6 miles
of road. We are going to shim a part of Christian Hill
Road. We are going to pave a hill on Dodge Road just be-
yond the town barn. On Merrimack Road we plan to replace
a double culvert. We plan to spot gravel various roads
with approximately 2500 yards of bank run crush gravel. On
Ponemah Hill Road a stone culvert will be replaced with
two 64" X 42" X 40' pipe. Corduroy Road will be hot topped
with a 1" finish course. Approximately 4600 feet of streets
in the Village will be shimmed and paved with 1" of hot
top. This should include the square across from Moultons
and approximately 2300 feet of Boston Post Road north to
the area of the Wilkins School, Foundry Street and Davis
Lane. We are going to apply cold mix to approximately 1900
feet of gravel roads where dust has been a problem and
where in the past we have used waste oil.
In conjunction with the above projects, the Road Im-
provement Program will include shimming and paving with a
1" finish course 2300 feet of Boston Post Road and Merri-
mack Road.
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The Road Commission and the Road Agent anticipate the
funds in the Highway Block Grant will continue to be given
to the town and with this in mind we have drawn up a five
year program to accomplish the road improvement without a




REPORT OF THE HIGHWAY DEPARTMENT
The following is a brief summary of the Department's
activities during 1983:
Winter Maintenance - The work performed by the Highway
Department from mid-November to mid-March is charged to
this category. This winter was an average winter with 19
storms, during which we handle the removal of ice and snow
from the roads, school yards, fire stations, library and
sidewalks. We have continued to cut down on the use of
rock salt on our roads during the winter months and call
your attention to the signs which we have posted "Caution
Limited Salt Use". We are making an effort to make the
public aware of this cutback and to inform them that their
speed will have to be decreased to safely travel on the
roads. Unfortunately, it is necessary for us to apply an
increased amount of sand to the roads which requires more
clean up time in the Spring and consequently does not give
us a savings. It was necessary to request an additional
expenditure under this category to purchase two additional
Sanders inasmuch as were unable to rent them from private
contractors as we had done in the past.
The winter maintenance account also covers the cutting
of trees and chipping brush during the winter months, sign
replacement, picking up trash along the side of the road
when possible and cleaning out catch basins.
Summer Maintenance - Our work schedule from mid-March
to December 1st is covered under this account. This en-
compasses the grading, York raking and spot gravelling of
our 34 gravel roads. We also maintain and replace culverts,
install catch basins, cut banks and ditches, maintain
shoulders along the black top roads, machine and hand cut
brush and trees and set posts and signs on all roads. In
1983 we spot gravelled Smith Road, Nichols Road, parts of
Old Milford Road, County Road, Pond Parish Road, part of
Old Lyndeborough Road, Brook Road, Upham Road, School House
Road and shoulders on Boston Post Road. We installed a
catch basin on Mack Hill Road, two on Border Street and one
on Boston Post Road, south. We installed two culverts on
Mack Hill Road, one on Old Milford Road, one on Border
Street and one on Boston Post Road, south.
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Oiling - The oiling program covers the cost of patch-
ing and service treatment of our black road system. The
following roads were reoiled: Airline Drive, Boston Post
Road North and Mont Vernon Road, Douglas Drive, Hickory
Drive, Eastern Avenue, Juniper Drive, New Boston Road,
North Street, Old Milford Road, Old Mont Vernon Road,
River Road, Winding Hollow Road, Miles Road, Meadow Lane,
North Meadow Road, Brook Road, Pine Road, Rocky Hill Road,
Northfield Road, Truell Road, Roberts Road, Old Nashua
Road, Steeple Lane, Pine Acres Road, Horace Greeley Road,
Old Manchester Road, Courthouse Road, Stearns Road, Willow
Lane, Brimstone Hill Road, Old Lyndeborough Road, Blue-
berry Hill Road.
Town Road Aid - This program has now been discontinued
and all monies for highway reconstruction have been com-
bined into a Highway Block Grant.
Gas Subsidy - This is now part of the Highway Block
Grant which is a combination of TRA and Gas Subsidy Program.
It is financed 100% by the State. Under the Gas Subsidy
Program we replaced a bridge on Thornton Ferry Road II
with a three barrel culvert. We replaced the bridge rails -
293 feet of rails at Camp Road and Route 101; 160 feet of
bridge rail at the cement bridge on Horace Greeley Road and
we put down some gravel on Pond Parrish Road. 2900 feet of
Spring Road was rebuilt. The end of Sunset Avenue was re-
built and hot topped. 2600 feet of Boston Post Road south
was shimmed and 1" finish course of hot top was applied.
Approximately 9800 gallons of MC800 were used for surface
treatment and charged to this account.
Road Improvement - 2600 feet of Boston Post Road south
was shimmed and 1" finish course of hot top was applied.
The Road Improvement Program was done in conjunction with
our Gas Subsidy Program.
Parks and Playgrounds - Under this category we main-
tain the Town Commons, Library, Wilkins and Clark School
grounds, two playgrounds, tennis court. South Fire Station
and the Old Brick School. In 1983 we also mowed several
baseball diamonds for the softball teams on Spring Road and
a football field on the Merrimack Road.
Cemeteries - The maintenance of the four Amherst
cemeteries, namely Meadowview, Cricket Corner, Chestnut Hill
and the Old Cemetery behind the Town Hall is done by this
department. This encompasses the raking, mowing, trimming
as well as the spreading of loam and seeding of several
areas of Meadowview Cemetery during 1983. In 1983 we made
25 burials in Meadowview. The fence at Cricket Corner was
scraped and primed and painted. Several of the main roads
in Meadowview were graveled.
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Your Highway Department garage is located on Dodge
Road. Our office is open Monday through Friday from 7:30
a.m. to 1:30 p.m. Our work day is from 6:30 a.m. to
3:00 p.m. During the months of June, July and August we
anticipate that we will again be on a four day work week.
During storms we try to have one of our personnel answer-
ing the telephone calls at 673-2317. The Road Agent's
home telephone is 673-1293. Our staff consists of one road
agent and eight regular employees, comprised of light
equipment operators, heavy equipment operators, laborers
and a secretary. We also employed three part-time laborers
during the summer months.
I would like to thank the Board of Selectmen and the
Road Commission for their assistance and guidance during
1983 and to the taxpayers of Amherst for their continued
support. We appreciate receiving your comments and suggest-
ions on how this department can better serve the community.
RICHARD G. CROCKER, ROAD AGENT
AMHERST FIRE DEPARTMENT
The Department responded to 152 calls of which seven
were structure fires as compared to 142 last year with ten
structure fires.
Amherst Fire Calls
Smoke investigation - 16
Structure - 7
Chimney - 28
Service calls - 9
Brush - 15
Stove - 5
Oil burner - 4
Motor vehicle - 9
Wash down - 8
Industrial - 1
Camp fire - 1
Tree fire - 6
Electrical - 2
Furnace - 1
False alarms - 23
Good intent - 2
Mutual aid received - 12
Mutual aid supplied - 13
The Amherst Fire Department is composed of four engine
companies which man and equip two stations - Central Station
in the village and South Station on Stearns Road. Listed
below are the stations, their equipment, officers and the
number of calls to which each engine responded.
CENTRAL STATION
Engine 1: Responded to 99 calls
Captain David Hanlon; Lt. Tom Grella
Ladder 1: Responded to 56 calls
Engine 4: Responded to 23 calls
Captain John Moorhouse; Lt . Walt Nelson
Engine 3: Responded to 97 calls
Captain Mike Riccitelli, Lt. John Raymond
Tanker 1: Responded to 22 calls
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SOUTH STATION
Engine 5: Responded to 66 calls
Captain Willis Maloon; Lt. John Bachman
Tanker 2: Responded to 14 calls. A military vehicle which
has water capacity of 2,000 gallons.
Utility Van: Responded to 54 calls. A 1972 vehicle which is
equipped with a cascade system and other equipment.
To report a fire dial 673-3131. This is the number of
the Milford Communications Center which handles all fire calls
for Amherst, 24 hours a day. Please give property owner's
name, street name, house number and the town when reporting
a fire.
A combined drill with all companies is held on the first
Monday of each month. Each company holds a practice drill on
one of the following Mondays of that month.
The Fire Wards wish to thank members of the four engine
companies for all their time and efforts in 1983. Also,
our thanks to the Board of Selectmen, Margaret Drobat and the
people of Amherst for their support.
MARSHALL STRICKLAND, CHIEF
RICHARD G. CROCKER, FIRST ASSISTANT CHIEF
DAVID HERLIHY, JR., SECOND ASSISTANT CHIEF
FIRE PREVENTION BUREAU
During 1983 members of the Bureau conducted 25 wood
stove inspections. The wood stove inspections are done at
the request of the home owner at no charge. Any resident
of the Town of Amherst who would like to have their wood
stove installation, chimney or home inspected may call Lt.
Walt Nelson at 673-8361 or Capt . Mike Riccitelli at 673-0642.
Again this year, members of the Bureau visited the Clark
and Wilkins schools to present the Captain No-Burn Program.
The second graders were given T-shirts. Some of the local
kindergartens were also visited by members of the Bureau.
The Bureau also conducted a fire extinguisher course at
the Middle School for the babysitting clinic. The same course
was also presented to the Cub Scouts. The Bureau would like
to remind everyone that we would put on a fire extinguisher
course for any group or organization at their request.
Members of the Bureau are: John Bachman, Bruce Bowler,
Richard E. Crocker, Jeffrey Manson, John Moorhouse, Walt
Nelson, John Raymond and Mike Riccitelli.
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The Bureau wishes to thank all those who have worked
and assisted us in our activities during 1983 and we look
forward to continuing to serve you in 1984.






























Special Officer Robert McHatton
Special Officer Amy McKinney
Incidents Reported to Police in 1983
14 Abandoned vehicles 777
209 Accidents 140
329 Alarms 28




251 Assist motorists 150
8 Attempted burglaries 352
2 Attempted thefts 35
20 Bad checks 31
35 Burglaries 360
202 Criminal Mischief 106
3 Criminal threats 5

















38 Domestic Disturbances 95 Relays
18 Escorts 5 Sexual assaults
70 Fire calls 2 Stolen motor vehicles
4 Forgeries 142 Suspicious vehicles/persons
111 Found property 125 Thefts
15 Stray Livestock
Total Offenses for 1983 - 4488
For the second consecutive year, major crime has decreased
in Amherst. This can be contributed to two major factors:
1. A conscientious patrol program which involves not
only traffic enforcement but visability witiiin the
residential community as a deterrent.
2. Citizen participation in neighborhood watch programs
assist in identifying the unusual and notifying the
police department of this activity.
The statistics for major crime are as follows:
Offense Cases Cleared %
Assaults 10 9 90
Burglaries 35 9 26
Bad Checks 20 17 85
Forgeries 4 3 75
Armed Robbery 1 1 100
Although the clearance of these crimes is not our desired
level, they are above the national average.
Seven areas of Amherst became involved in Neighborhood
Watch. Meetings with representatives of the Crime Prevention
Unit and citizens create both working knowledge of problems
as well as solutions to reduce crime in their community. More
participation is desired in this program.
Participation in the Good Morning Amherst Program, whereby
elderly residents call in to the police department on a daily
basis, has remained at twelve. We would like to encourage
more people to take advantage of this program.
Youth, ages 14 through 20 years, are continuing to show
interest in law enforcement with our Police Explorer Post #194.
This activity takes place at the Police facility every other
Wednesday evening at 7:00 P.M. This program is designed to
give hands-on training and experience in law enforcement, as
well as developing character, and assisting the department at
various functions.
The Amherst Police Department appreciates the support that
the townspeople have shown in the past year and we look forward
to being of service to you in the coming year.
JOHN T. OSBORN, JR., CHIEF
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DOG OFFICER'S REPORT
At the end of 1983, there were 1118 dogs licensed in
the Town of Amherst. Dog complaints amounted to 307, the
most common problems being barking dogs and nuisance com-
plaints .
There were 108 dogs impounded during the year. These
animals were brought to Nottingham Kennels because they had
no tags to identify their owner or the owners were not at
home. Of these, 80 were claimed and all but two were found
new homes.
A continuing problem facing motorists are those dogs
which are running at large and wander onto the highways.
Twenty dogs were either killed or injured on the roads dur-
ing the year. Since animals do not realize the danger
associated with vehicles being operated on the roadways, it
is clearly the responsibility of the owner to ensure the
dog's safety, to keep it under control and physically res-
trained when the owner is not with it. Attention to this
matter also would prevent a potential tragic automobile
accident
.
Reports of 16 dog bites were received by the police
department this year. Although most were not major injuries,
the person who is bitten, commonly small children, are some-
times fearful of all dogs as a result of that experience.
Dog bites should be reported so that a record may be kept for
identifying a recurring incident. Injuries sustained by the
dog are recoverable from the dog owner.
I am very pleased with the response received from the
majority of the dog owners in the Town of Amherst when called
upon to speak with them relative to complaints. Most do not
realize that their dog has created a problem and are most
anxious to correct the situation. I sincerely appreciate your
cooperation in the past and in the new year.
NANCY DEMERS , DOG CONTROL OFFICER
HIGHWAY SAFETY COMMITTEE
Route lOlA still remains the major bottleneck in the
highway systems through Amherst. Perhaps the petition
initiated by our representative will help expedite completion
of our 2.2 mile section.
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Revaluation of street lighting is in progress. It is
the concensus of the committee that, by removing some lights,
replacing others with new fixtures, and relocating some to
hazardous intersections, Amherst will be safer and costs will
be negligent.
JOHN T. OSBORN, JR., CHIEF OF POLICE
MARSHALL STRICKLAND, FIRE CHIEF
GUSTAV BISCHOFF, CHIEF OF RESCUE
RICHARD CROCKER, ROAD AGENT
ROY MASTON, CIVIL PREPAREDNESS
FRANCIS PERRY, SELECTMAN
ALEXANDER BLASTOS , SCHOOLS
SOUHEGAN REGIONAL LANDFILL DISTRICT
During 1983 wells were placed at various locations at
the Landfill to monitor ground water. At the present time
initial samples taken from these wells are being evaluated
to determine if any adverse effects to the stream and water
table is caused by this Landfill operation. Monitoring of
these wells will continue on a monthly basis during the com-
ing year
.
The initial area where dumping took place has been re-
claimed by adding a clay barrier, then covering the clay
with loam and seeding. Our consulting engineers and the
New Hampshire Solid Waste Management Bureau have recommended
that additional clay must be added to this area depending upon
the results of the well monitoring. Funding for this project
has been included in the 1984 budget.
The second area for dumping is continually being exca-
vated in order to allow the Landfill operation to continue.
During 198 4, it is intended to work back toward the main
entrance. This will be the most efficient method for utiliz-
ing the Landfill.
Our engineers have done a study to determine the useful
life of the Landfill. Due to the fact that the population
of the District's four towns have not increased as rapidly
as projected, as well as new technology and more efficient
methods of operation, the Landfill could last for approximately
seventeen more years
The Commission wishes to express its gratitude to the
citizens of the District for their cooperation toward the
clean and efficient manner in which the Landfill is operating.
TOM GRELLA
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COMMUNITY COUNCIL OF NASHUA
For the benefit of those who may not be familiar.
Community Council is a private, non-profit, comprehensive
community mental health center serving the residents of ten
towns in southern Hillsborough County. Our programs include
psychiatric, psychological and counseling services to those
with mental health problems, which services are offered
through ambulabory outpatient care, brief hospitalization,
day care, mobile crisis response, and community support
services for the chronically mentally ill in need of case
management and housing assistance. Patients are seen at
Community Council regardless of their ability to pay, with
their fees discounted through a sliding scale based on in-
come and number of dependents. The balance of our costs are
recovered through other funding.
The Council services were given to 61 clients from
Amherst, 14 children and 44 adults. This was a 43% increase
over 1982. Thirty-seven of these patients were non-funded.
Treatment costs were derived from a variety of sources, with
our budget of $2,258,540 supported, after $504,904 in patient
and insurance payments by $1,200 in earmarked donations,
$28,000 computer income, $30,000 endowment income, $1,550,436
State grant and the balance of $143,000 from local sources
(United Way and town support)
.
CAROL S. FARMER, DIRECTOR
SOUHEGAN COMMUNITY NURSING ASSOCIATION
The Souhegan Community Nursing Association serves the
towns of Amherst, Milford and Mont Vernon. Health care is
provided by registered nurses and homemaker home health aides
in the patient's home, with the approval of their physician,
regardless of their ability to pay.
The registered nurses made 180 visits and the homemaker
home health aides 195 visits to Amherst residents this year.
The homemaker home health aides under the supervision of a
registered nurse assist with personal care, light homemaking
duties, grocery shopping and meal preparation. This help in
many cases has enabled the patients to remain in their own
homes
.
Office visits may be made at the Nursing Association
Building on North River Road in Milford for blood pressure
checks or injections ordered by a physician. The office is
open Monday through Friday from 8:00 to 4:00. The visits
are scheduled between 9:00 and 10:00 A.M., or by calling the
office for an appointment. This year 132 Amherst residents
were seen at the office.
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Immunization clinics are held on the third Tuesday of
every month, except July, from 9:00 to 11:00 A.M. This clinic
is free of charge to residents of Amherst, Milford and Mont
Vernon. The vaccines are furnished by the State Department
of Health and Welfare. Sixty-four immunizations were given
to Amherst children this year. There is also a Well Child
Clinic held once a month. Appointments are made for the
child to be seen by a pediatrician if the family is financially
eligible. Physical examinations were given to 26 Amherst
children this year. Dental clinics for the children enrolled
in our Well Child Clinic are held twice a year. These clinics
are co-sponsored by the State Bureau of Dental Health.
Our free blood pressure clinics on Mondays from 1:30
to 3:00 P.M., are well attended. One thousand six hundred
seventy blood pressures were checked this year. A diabetic
screening is held at the office twice a year in August and
February. Thirty-four people were screened this year.
Our loan closet is well stocked with beds, crutches,
walkers, canes, commodes and wheelchairs. We also have
other hospital equipment available to loan free of charge.
MARION JACKSON, R.N., DIRECTOR
NASHUA REGIONAL PLANNING COMMISSION
The past year has been one of significant success for
the Commission both in representing the interests of the
region and in providing direct local assistance to communities
within the region.
The NRPC also provided direct assistance to the Town of
Amherst on a number of projects. Perhaps most important is
a proposal submitted to the Planning Board to update the Town's
Master Plan over the next two years. This is required as a
result of new state legislation and the changes which have
occurred in Amherst since the original Master Plan was pre-
pared.
The NRPC also assisted the Planning Board by reviewing
its proposed Capital Improvements Plan and the proposed
Aquifer Conservation District zoning amendment.
The Commission sponsored and administered the recent
Baboosic Lake Study which was jointly funded by Amherst,
Merrimack, and the State of New Hampshire to determine the
relative age and "health" of the Lake. Using both local
volunteers and the U.N.H. Freshwater Biology Group, the
study identified threats to the Lake's water quality and
strategies to maintain it.
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Transportation planning for Amherst has focused largely
on the Route lOlA corridor. We have inventoried current land
uses along the corridor to determine future traffic loads
and have played a major role in the recent meetings and hear-
ings on this issue. We have also worked to expedite the pro-
posed widening of the 2-lane portion called "the gap" and
solicited state and federal funding for a comprehensive study
of the corridor and alternatives to improve it.
Regional projects have included the continuation of the
Commission's Aquifer Delineation Study which is now into its
third and final year. The NRPC convened a regional task force
to study and develop a concensus on the region's transportation
problems and potential solutions. The Commission was also in-
strumental in providing a forum through which area munici-
palities could discuss options available for complying with
the State's solid waste law. The result has been the forma-
tion of a solid waste district through which future planning
for solid waste management can be accomplished. Additionally,
the Commission is assisting the Souhegan Regional Landfill
District in undertaking a study of cooperative approaches to
solve the problems associated with septage disposal within its
member towns. The Commission also coordinated a cooperative
bid on fuel oil in which five towns participated in the
cooperative bid solicitation process.
In the legislative arena, the Commission sponsored a
gathering of area legislators to brief them on pressing
regional concerns which might be addressed through legislative
action. The Commission then continued to provide information
to legislators and local officials throughout the most recent
biennial session of the legislature. Also, with the passage
of the recodified planning and zoning enabling legislation,
the Commission assisted local officials in adjusting to the
new law by co-sponsoring a law lecture series which addressed
the topic, and through periodic mailings and updates.
Local officials and area residents were also kept informed
on local and regional issues, problems and solutions through
the Commission's newsletter SOUNDINGS and through the Dispatch
and Legislative Alert mailings throughout the year.
The Commission looks forward to continued service to its
members in the year ahead, and to working with local and state




NANCY JONES , ALTERNATE
JOHN SILVA, ALTERNATE
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AMHERST TOWN LIBRARY TRUSTEES ' REPORT
Work continued on the personnel policy and wage scales
through November when the final draft was completed. Con-
siderable effort was expended in research on library wages
not only in New Hampshire but also throughout New England
and other areas. The Library personnel policy is similar,
but not identical to the Town personnel policy.
Additional book shelving was purchased from the Library
Gift Funds and installed in the Children's Room.
November saw a major change in the Library operation
when the Library opened on selected Sundays during the
school year. This action was taken in response to a student
patron's request. Staffing for these additional hours is
now provided by the Trustees and other volunteers. Library
usage during the Sunday hours has been quite good.
In June the Town Moderator was asked by the Trustees to
appoint a committee to study the work already done by the
Trustees relative to additional library space and to make
recommendations to the Trustees regarding this matter. This
committee, chaired by Robert Lown, was composed of Evelyn
Dudley, John Lamb, Robert Lown, Martin Michaelis and Wendy
Stotz . The committee submitted their report in December
recommending that the existing library be expanded to a total
of twelve thousand square feet. The committee's study of
the need for additional space and the available options such
as use of the Brick School and an entirely new facility was
comprehensive. Copies of the committee report are available
at the Library for study. Our thanks go to the Moderator and
to the committee for their effort.
Considering the actions taken earlier and the recommenda-
tions of the study committee the Trustees submitted a warrant
article for funding library expansion for consideration by the
1984 Town Meeting.
The Amherst Gardeners undertook a project to plant new
shrubs and to install a flagstone walk across the front yard
of the Library. This project resulted in considerable im-
provement in the appearance of the Library and is greatly
appreciated.
Our thanks go to the Friends of the Library for their
continued devoted support of library activities. Joyce
McCray heads this organization.
75
Additionally, our thanks go to the organization and
to the many volunteers upon whom we depend for continuing







AMHERST TOWN LIBRARY LIBRARIAN'S REPORT







Records and Cassettes 2,317
Inter-library Loans (borrowed from other
libraries) 503
Loans to non-residents 625
Films 1
Pamphlets 393
Inter-library Loans (Amherst loaned to
other libraries) 463
Total Circulation 87,300
(This circulation is 4,555 more than last year)
Resources Available
Book Collection Adult Juvenile Total
Total volumes owned 6/30/83 19,332 7,987 27,319
Volumes added during year 1,370 825 2,195
Volumes discarded during year 143 28 171
(Of the books added, 356 were gifts to the library)
Recordings Discs Tapes Total
Children's 108 16 124
Adult 672 79 751
Total 780 95 875
Art Prints: 43















Total New Patrons 783






This has been a busy year for the Amherst Village Dis-
trict in that we have experienced an abnormally high number
of piping repairs. The repair rate reflects an increase of
approximately 800% as compared with 1973. The system is get-
ting old and we may expect even more repairs in the future.
We are most fortunate that we have such dedicated people as
John Hanlon and Nancy Topliffe who attend to the day to day
operations of the system. A major emergency repair project
was undertaken this year. This occurred when the one and
only pump failed. The cooperation of Mike Riccitelli and Jim
Wetherbee during this repair was appreciated. The Amherst
Village District also wants to thank Red Crocker for his con-
tinued interest and cooperation throughout the year. Other
notable events during the past year have been in the loca-
tion of several promising potential well sites. These could
serve as back up should we have a catastrophic failure of our
existing well. These sites will be further investigated dur-
ing the forthcoming year. The Amherst Village District has
formally accepted, at no cost to the District, the Dodge Road
Extension.




The State of New Hampshire
The Polls will be open at 8:00 P.M.
To the inhabitants of the Town of Amherst in the County of
Hillsborough in said State, qualified to vote in DISTRICT
AFFAIRS:
You are hereby notified to meet at the Town Hall in said
Amherst on Friday the 9th of March, 1984 at 8:00 p.m., to
act upon the following subjects:
1. To choose all necessary District Officers for the
ensuing year.
2. To raise such sums of money as may be necessary to
defray District charges for the ensuing year and
make appropriations of same.
3. To see if the District will give the Commissioners
and District Treasurer the authority to borrow money
in anticipation of District taxes.
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4. To raise and appropriate the sum of $8,000 for the
purpose of acquiring access rights, and to perform
sustained pumping and quality tests for the develop-
ment of a secondary source of water.
5. To transact any other business which may legally come
before the meeting.
Given under our hands and seal this 17th day of February, 1984,
Roger 0. Topliffe
John I . Snow
Peter B. Rotch
Commissioners of Amherst Village District
A true copy of Warrant - Attest:
Roger 0. Topliffe
John I . Snow
Peter B. Rotch




December 31, 198 3
Cash (on hand) $ 2,834
Investment - Capital Reserve Fund 32,164
Water rates receivable 15,991
Utility plant in service, at cost $166,977
Accumulated depreciation 104 , 286 62,691
$113,680
Liabilities, Reserves and Fund Balance
Capital reserve fund $ 32,164
Fund balance 81,516
$113,680
Statement of Changes in Cash Balances
For the Year ended December 31, 1983
Funds provided
From operations - net income $ 9,426
- depreciation 3 , 340
Total funds provided 12,766
Funds applied
Increase in water rates receivable 4,546
Transfer to capital reserve fund 7 , 164
Total funds applied 11,710
Increase in cash balances 1,056
Cash balances, beginning of year 1,778
Cash balances, end of year $ 2,834
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Amherst Village District
Statement of Revenues, Expenses and













Operating supplies & maint.
Depreciation
Meters
Office supplies and printing
Insurance
Water tests






Fund balance January 1, 1983
Transfer to capital reserve

































January 5, 198 3
Re: Water Installation to Town Barn on Dodge Road.
The meeting was called to order at 7:40 P.M., by acting
Moderator Greeley Buchanan. Approximately 200 were in
attendance.
Mr. Buchanan read the warrant in its entirety. Select-
man Perry reviewed the history of the water problem on Dodge
Road, followed by Attorney Drescher ' s presentation of the
legal aspects.
Discussion from the floor was held. Ann Snow moved
the question. Motion seconded.
G. Merrill asked to have Article I be taken as ballot
vote. Told not the proper time to ask for this and Moderator
would get back to her request.
T. Clough asked division vote to cut off debate. 112
For and 37 Against. A motion to take a standing vote on
Article I passed.
Ways and Means Committee asked to be heard. Moderator
Buchanan said they missed their chance and ruled they were
too late. A motion to sustain the ruling of the Chair was
passed. After a heated discussion, the Moderator gave
exception to rule and permitted them to give their report.
Catherine Cummings of Ways and Means Committee reported they
felt the Article should be presented at the regular Town
Meeting in March.
Article I . To see if the Town will vote to raise and
appropriate a sum not to exceed $130,000.00 in order to con-
struct and install an eight inch (8") extension of the present
Amherst Village District Water Main in order to provide ser-
vice to the lot on Dodge Road which is currently owned by
the Town of Amherst and is the location of the Town Highway
Department equipment storage buildings and administrative
offices, said property being shown on the Amherst Tax Maps
as Lot 6-69 with said water main to originate at the inter-
section of Dodge Road and Mack Hill Road at the current loca-
tion of the existing water service of the Amherst Village
District and proceed along Dodge Road to the subject lot or
take action relative thereto.
A standing vote was taken on Article I. 107 - Yes
57 - No
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Article II To see if the Town will vote to ratify and
approve the action of the Town of Amherst Board of Selectmen
in entering into an agreement with the Amherst Village Dis-
trict with respect to the provision of water from the
terminus of existing Amherst Village District water service
on Mack Hill Road and Dodge Road to Lot 69 on Tax Map #6
which property is currently owned by the Town of Amherst
and constitutes the Town Barn, all as more particularly set
forth in an agreement entered into and executed between the
Amherst Village District Commissioners and the Town of
Amherst Board of Selectmen dated December 21, 1982, or take
action relative thereto.
Article II. Question moved and seconded. Article
adopted on voice vote.
Meeting adjourned at 9:20 P.M.
BERNICE G. BOOTHROYD, TOWN CLERK
January 6, 1983
SYNOPSIS OF TOWN MEETING
March 8, 1983
Acting under Warrant for Town Meeting, polls opened at
7:00 A.M. and closed at 7:00 P.M. at the Wilkins School.
885 ballots were cast.
Articles 1 and 2 were by ballot vote.
On Saturday, March 12, 1983 Articles 3 thru 25 were
acted upon at Middle School. The meeting was called to
order by Moderator Wight at 9:10 A.M. Approximately 75
citizens were present when the meeting opened. Selectmen
Perry, Manoogian, Snow, Lown and Arnold along with Attorney
Drescher were in attendance.









Amendment #1 Withdrawn by Planning Board.
Amendment #2 Movable Signs
Amending the Zoning Ordinance as proposed by the Plan-
ning Board to add to the sign ordinance the prohibition of
movable signs, and a requirement that such existing signs
be phased out six (6) months after adoption of this amend-
ment.
Yes - 644 No - 192
Amendment #3 Reference to Hillsborough County Soil
Conservation Service Soil Survey .
Amending the Zoning Ordinance as proposed by the Plan-
ning Board to change the reference to Hillsborough County
Soil Conservation Service Soil Survey of 1981 in the des-
cription of Minimum Lot Area contained in the definition of
PRD, Article IX, to read "United States Department of Agri-
culture Soils Survey Interpretation Sheets of 1973, 1975,
or 1976".
Yes - 584 No - 201
Amendment #4 Amending Building Code
Amending Building Code as proposed by the Planning
Board for the Town of Amherst to revise and number the entire
text and to eliminate typographical, factual, grammatical
errors throughout the present code, and to remove sections
dealing with oil burners, oils, furnaces, boilers, as these
are under the jurisdiction of the Fire Department; to incor-
porate into the Building Code clear fire resistance require-
ments for all attached and single family housing units, using
National Fire Protection Association Standards; to require
fire-resistant self-closing doors between garages and living
areas; to replace present wording about chimneys and fire-
places with State adopted (National Fire Protection Associa-
tion) regulations about chimneys and fireplaces; to require
prior inspection of soils material underlying foundations
in order to insure solid bearing and structural integrity
of the foundation.
Yes - 669 No - 164
Article 3
Selectman Perry made an amendment to have Articles 8
,
9, 11 and 12 taken up before Article 3. Ways and Means in
favor. Moved and seconded to change order. Chair received
unanimous vote.
Voted to raise and appropriate the sum of $1,676,248.00
to defray Town charges for the period July 1, 1983 to June
30, 1984. Amendments made by Selectman Perry to reduce




Voted to give the Selectmen and Town Treasurer the
authority to borrow money in anticipation of tax receipts.
Article 5
Voted to raise and appropriate the amount of $3 5,000 to
cover the town's share (10% of total) contracted for 1981,
of the relocation of the bridge on Boston Post Road and
authorize the withdrawal of said amount from the Bridge
Capital Reserve. The posted warrant reads Corduroy Road
should be Boston Post Road.
Article 6
Voted to authorize the Selectmen to enter into a con-
tract with the State of New Hampshire under the Bridge Aid
Program, for the repair of the Merrimack Road Bridge and
will further raise and appropriate the sum of $43,500 to be
withdrawn from the Bridge Capital Reserve to cover the town's
obligation of 15% of the estimated cost.
Article 7
Voted to raise and appropriate the sum of $7,000.00 to
rebuild and resurface the tennis courts at the Middle School
and Davis Lane and to authorize the withdrawal of this amount
from the Recreation Capital Reserve.
Article 8
Voted to raise and appropriate the sum of $35,000 to
replace ambulance #141. The old unit will be disposed of by
sale or trade for an estimated amount of $3,000; the sum of
$20,000 to be withdrawn from the Ambulance Capital Reserve;
the sum of $3,000 to be withdrawn from the Radio Capital
Reserve; the sum of $3,000 to be donated toward the purchase
and the balance, not to exceed $6,000, to be withdrawn from
Federal Revenue Sharing Funds.
Article 9
Voted to raise and appropriate the sum of $18,000 to
fund the town's share of the first year of a five year lease
of a computer to be shared with the School District and to
allow sufficient funds to effectuate the change from a servic
bureau to in-house capability; and to authorize the withdrawa




Voted to authorize withdrawals from the Federal Revenue
Sharing Funds for use as offsets against budgeted appropria-





Withdrawn . Selectman Manoogian moved this article
be withdrawn. All voted in favor.
Article 12
Voted to raise and appropriate a sum not to exceed
$76,000 for the purpose of establishing or joining a suitable
communication service for the town and authorize the Select-
men to investigate and determine the solution which, in
their opinion, serves the best interest of the town of Amherst,
and further, to authorize the withdrawal of $18,000 from
Federal Revenue Sharing Funds for this purpose.
Article 13
Voted to raise and appropriate a sum not to exceed
$12,000 to establish a dental program for the town employees.
Article 14
Voted to authorize the Board of Selectmen to enter into
a contract on terms deemed in the best interest of the town
for the reappraisal of all properties in town and to raise
and appropriate the sum of $120,000 for this purpose.
Article 15
Voted to raise and appropriate the sum of $2,500 to pay
the town's share of the cost to monitor Baboosic Lake to
determine if a problem with water quality exists and to
receive from the study, to be conducted by Nashua Regional
Planning Commission, recommended action for the restoration
of the lake, should this prove necessary.
Article 16
Voted to ratify the boundary agreement between the
Board of Selectmen, the Conservation Commission and John
and Lorraine Quinlan as to a right of way and easement and
authorize the Selectmen to execute the necessary papers.




Voted to raise and appropriate the sum of $150.00 to
support the services rendered by St. Joseph Community Services,
Inc., to the elder citizens of Amherst.
Article 18
Voted to raise and appropriate the sum of $5,000 to
support the services rendered by the Souhegan Nursing
Association to Amherst residents.
Article 19
Voted to raise and appropriate the sum of $1,500 to
support the services rendered by the Souhegan Valley Asso-
ciation for the Handicapped to Amherst residents.
Article 20
Voted to raise and appropriate the sum of $1,725 to
support the services rendered by the Nashua Regional Mental
Health to Amherst residents.
Article 21
By Petition. Voted to authorize the Selectmen to sell
and convey to the Lincolnwood property owners, one parcel
of land identified as Lot 8-83, known as the original common
land in the Lincolnwood subdivision approved by the Planning
Board, acquired by Tax Collector's deed, for the amount of
unpaid taxes, interest and administrative fees.
Article 22
By petition. Withdrawn by unanimous vote.
Article 23
By petition. Voted to reduce the size of the road right-
of-way on Limbo Lane from 100 feet to 50 feet and authorize
the Selectmen to take any action to effectuate the foregoing.
Article 24
By petition. Voted to go on record in support of
immediate actions by the Federal Government to control and
reduce acid rain which is harmful to the environment and
economy of Amherst, New Hampshire, and to the health welfare
of the people of Amherst, New Hampshire. These actions shall
include:
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1. Reduce by at least half the major cause of acid
rain, sulfur dioxide emissions, by the year 1990.
2. Conclude negotiations and adopt a treaty with the
government of Canada that will commit both nations
to the same goal
.
The record of the vote on this article shall be transmitted
to the New Hampshire Congressional delegation and to the
President of the United States.
Article 25
By petition. Voted not to ask members of the New
Hampshire Congressional delegation to support or co-sponsor
a resolution in the United States Congress to:
Request the President of the United States to propose
to the Soviet Union that the United States and the
Soviet Union adopt a mutual freeze on testing, pro-
duction and deployment of nuclear weapons and of
missiles and new aircraft designed primarily to deliver
nuclear weapons, with verification safeguards satis-
factory to both countries.
Meeting adjourned at 2:30 P.M.
BERNICE G. BOOTHROYD, TOWN CLERK
March 18, 1983
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Marriages Registered in the Town of Amherst, N.H.
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Chester B. McGrath, Jr.
Zoning Administrator
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TOWN OF AMHERST AUDIT
November 30, 1983
To the Board of Selectmen
Town of Amherst, NH
The Town of Amherst engaged us to conduct an examination of the
financial statements of the Town, as of June 30, 1983 and for
the year then ended. In connection with the examination, we
have completed a study of the Town's internal controls.
Accounting controls bear directly upon the reliability of fi-
nancial records and require evaluation by the auditor. By
definition, accounting controls comprise the plan of organi-
zation and all the methods and procedures that are concerned
mainly with and relate directly to the safeguarding of assets
and the reliability of financial records. They generally
include such controls as the system of authorization and ap-
proval, separation of duties concerned with operations or asset
custody, physical control over assets, and internal auditing.
The objective of internal accounting control is to provide
reasonable, but not absolute, assurance as to the safeguarding
of assets against loss from unauthorized use or disposition and
as to the reliability of financial records for preparing fi-
nancial statements and maintaining accountability for assets.
The concept of reasonable assurance recognizes that the costs
of a system of internal control should not exceed the benefits
derived, and also recognizes that the valuation of these factors
necessarily requires estimates and judgements by the Town.
We did not perform a comprehensive study for the purpose of sub-
mitting detailed recommendations; however, as a result of our
study, we did notice certain areas where internal controls and
procedures could be strengthened or improved. These obser-
vations are set forth in the following pages.
Although the purpose of this letter is to indicate constructive
criticisms and recommendations for improvement, we also noted
many positive aspects of the Town's financial management and
procedures which are not set forth in this report. A review of
this type places greater emphasis on findings of a critical
nature. Therefore, to put our comments in proper perspective,
it should be noted that the weaknesses observed are not neces-
sarily the result of poor management, but may be due to factors
outside the control of the Town's personnel, such as organi-
zational restrictions and budgetary limitations. Accordingly,
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this letter should not be considered all inclusive of the areas
where improvements might be achieved.
Computer Implementation
During the course of our engagement the Town was involved in
implementing a new computer and the financial records were being
transferred to the new system. After performing a very limited
review of the new system, we noticed several internal control
problems associated with the new software. Our observations
were discussed with a representative from the company installing
the computer who assured us that all such problems could be
easily reconciled.
We recommend that the Selectmen and the computer committee
remain in close contact with the Town personnel during the
conversion period. By working together, intended results from
automation should be obtained. We further recommend that a
special study of the internal controls associated with the new
system be done soon after the implementation is completed. The
study would assure Town officials that adequate protection of
the Town's assets and financial records are being maintained.
Establish an Off-Site Storage Facility for
Back-up Programs, Data Files, and Documentation
No provision for an off-site storage area for the new computer
programs, data files, and documentation has been established.
If physical damage were to occur to the Town Hall, all computer
programs, data files and system documentation might be de-
stroyed. Records pertaining to payroll, general ledger, resi-
dent tax census, and annual property tax information could be
lost .
We also recommend that the current version of source programs,
their associated documentation and system documentation be
stored in a secure location separate from the main building. A
system of rotating backup tapes to this off-site storage area
should also be established.
Chart of Accounts
The Town's chart of accounts appears to be excessive, especially
with regards to expenditures.
Rather than maintaining so many accounts, a few summary accounts
would be adequate and in a summarized form, more meaningful.
The process of coding invoices would be greatly simplified if
the various departments were responsible for fewer and more com-
mon known accounts.
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Verification of Vendor Invoice?
In our testing we detected some Invoices approved for payment
by the Town which had no verifiable Indication of being tested
for mathematical accuracy by Town personnel. In addition, not
all invoices were signed by department heads, Indicating ap-
proval for payment.
We recommend that all invoices be verified for mathematical
accuracy by a responsible department head. This verification
should be indicated on the invoice using tic marks, initials or
other symbols. In addition, the Selectmen should strictly en-
force the requirement that all invoices be signed by department
heads. These procedures place greater assurance that the cor-
rect amount will be paid and that the department head is satis-
fled with the goods or services received.
Bills Payable Form
We have observed that departments do not fill out bills payable
listing forms. Instead, vendor Invoices are simply forwarded to
the Selectmen's Office for processing. A bills payable listing
form lists all invoices to be paid and serves the following
purposes :
- Summarizes all vendor Invoices which have been formally
approved for payment by a respective department head.
- Categorizes invoices by account.
- Serves as a permanent record of disbursements for each
department .
- Provides an overall control for the Town in the prepara-
tion of a manifest.
We believe the use of a bills payable listing form by the vari-
ous Town departments would serve a useful control function and
should therefore be used by each department in processing
Invoices for payment. We further suggest that after the mani-
fest has been prepared, personnel in the Selectmen's Office
should reconcile the totals indicated on the bills payable
listing reports processed with the check totals drawn per the
manifest. This system would Increase the efficiency associated
with vendor invoice processing without sacrificing any of the
controls which are presently In effect.
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Authorization of Manifests
Our testing disclosed that occasionally checks are Issued before
authorization of the manifest by the Selectmen, especially for
the "manual check" manifest. In addition, some manifests
reflect no authorization at all. This most commonly occurs when
there are more than one manifest to be approved. Although all
manifests are probably reviewed by the Selectmen, only one Is
signed. We recommend that each manifest be appropriately
authorized before any checks are Issued. This will Insure that
all manifests are reviewed and approved by Town Selectmen
before the checks are Issued.
Implementation of an Encumbrance System
The Town does not use the encumbrance method of accounting. By
encumbering, a reduction In appropriation balances is recorded
Immediately when funds are committed (upon Issuance of an
approved purchase order).
We recommend that the Town consider implementing an encumbrance
system. The new computer system can easily accomodate this
Improvement. The main advantage of the encumbrance system is
that expenditures for goods and/or services are controlled at
the earliest point, that is, when the order is placed, thus
reducing the possibility of budget overruns. Interim reports
would be more meaningful as budgets would be compared to actual
expenses plus total orders outstanding. This method would also
provide documentary evidence of the Town's outstanding purchase
orders and liabilities at year end.
Tax Receivable Records
Excessive time was required at the close of the fiscal year for
reconciling the detailed outstanding property and resident taxes
to the related general ledger control accounts. This was due
to the lack of adequate updated cash receipt and warrant reports
from the computer service bureau. These reports were not made
available to the Town on a timely basis.
We recommend that the Town obtain these reports from the Service
Bureau on a monthly basis until such time that the tax records
are maintained on the Town's own computer. By reviewing these




During our review of the controls over the granting of tax
abatements, we noted the absence of documentation supporting the
validity and approval by a responsible official of resident and
property tax abatements.
The current procedures require that a taxpayer request an abate-
ment in writing by a letter to the Selectmen. The Selectmen
then either approve or disapprove the abatement and the taxpayer
is informed of the decision. Periodically, a list of all ap-
proved abatements is prepared and signed by the Selectmen as a
permanent record.
We recommend that a standard abatement form be established which
documents pertinent facts about each abatement. Taxpayers would
complete a special section of the abatement request form, ex-
plaining the reason for the request. The form would then be ap-
proved or disapproved by the Selectmen, reasons noted, then
signed. One copy of the form would be returned to the taxpayers
for their records, the other filed in a binder for Town records.
The approved abatement forms should then be recorded in a
journal which contains categories for type of tax and year of
levy. The journal will allow the Selectmen to review the status
of all approved abatements in one summary as well as serve as an
audit trail for verifying abatement transactions in the Town's
financial records.
Cash Receipt Vouchers
A cash receipt voucher summarizes a day's cash receipts. It is
usually prepared by the Tax Collector, Town Clerk, or personnel
in the Selectmen's Office. In order for the Treasurer and
personnel in the Selectmen's Office to update their respective
records, it is necessary that each obtain a copy of the voucher,
This means that the vouchers must be duplicated from up to four
times by the originator.
We recommend that the cash receipt vouchers be prepared on pre-
printed NCR forms so that two copies will automatically be
prepared when the original is written. These copies can be
distributed to the Treasurer and Selectmen's Office. This
should reduce the effort required to prepare the vouchers and
also help ensure that all parties are updating their records
with the same information.
Cash Receipt Source Documents
Cash receipt source documents consist of cash receipt journal
vouchers which are filed loosely in manila folders in the
Selectmen's office by month.
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We recommend that all cash receipt vouchers be filed chron-
ologically by date in a more permanent binder. This would
become a source document for the cash receipts journal and would
be maintained as a permanent record in the Selectmen's Office.
All entries in the cash receipts journal could be easily traced
to this binder. The implementation of a cash receipts source
binder would reduce the risk of losing any of the cash receipt
vouchers, and, in addition, would simplify the routine task of
referring to the vouchers.
General Journal Source Documents
A general journal is a book of original entry and provides an
audit trail for all transactions not captured by other special
purpose journals. The source documents for the general journal
are journal vouchers. Currently, these journal vouchers are
filed with cash receipt vouchers in monthly manila folders in
the Selectmen's Office.
We recommend that these journal vouchers be filed chronologi-
cally in a separate binder. Also, is important that an ap-
propriate explanation be included after each adjustment to pro-
vide an understandable audit trail.
The implementation of a formal binder for general journal source
documents would reduce the effort involved when referring to the
adjusting journal entries and would increase the efficiency of
the audit trail if appropriate explanation were included with
each adjustment.
Implementation of Insurance Register
Although insurance policies are being filed in one central lo-
cation, we believe an insurance register containing summary as
well as detailed information would prove beneficial to the
Selectmen in evaluating and reviewing coverage and costs.
We recommend that an insurance register be established and filed
in a separate location from the actual Insurance policies.
Fixed Asset Accounting
Municipalities in New Hampshire have historically not maintained
formal records of their fixed assets and have not reflected
their cost in the Town's financial statements. As a result,
substantial assets which belong to the Town are not reported
and the Town lacks an effective tool for making management de-
cisions regarding the investment in these assets.
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A comprehensive listing of the Town's fixed assets by type and
location would provide a basis for long-range capital planning,
establish management control over the use and custody of the
assets, and assist in assessing the full cost of a given oper-
ation. This listing would also be helpful in evaluating in-
surance needs and establishing the basis for insurance claims.
To the extent that individual departments maintain asset
records, the effort involved in developing a Town-wide inven-
tory would be lessened.
The Town has already done a majority of the work involved in
obtaining detailed lists of fixed assets. However, the lists
that were prepared by the various department heads were not
consistent in the format of reporting because some Departments
reported more detail than others.
We recommend that a standard form for listing fixed assets be
established and given to each department head to complete. The
completed forms should then be posted to the Town's computer.
While the implementation of this recommendation would entail a
substantial effort, effective planning and the cooperation of
the department heads will mitigate the first-time-through ef-
fort. The continuing maintenance of this data on the computer
(e.g., future additions, retirements, etc.) is a relatively
straightforward task.
This letter summarizes the major areas of internal control
weaknesses and potential systems improvement that came to our
attention in the review of internal control performed in con-
nection with the audit of the financial statements for the year
ended June 30, 1983.
After you have had an opportunity to consider our findings and
recommendations, we shall be pleased to discuss them further
with you. We would like to thank you and your staff, and es-
pecially Mrs. Landry, for the cooperation and courtesy given to





OFFICE HOURS of TOWN OFFICERS
Selectmen
Town Hall, Monday Evenings, 7:30 p.m.
Selectmen's Secretary
Town Hall, Monday thru Friday, 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.
Town Clerk
Town Hall, Monday thru Friday, 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.
Monday evenings, 7:00 to 9:00
Tax Collector
Town Hall, Monday thru Friday, 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.
Monday evenings, 7:00 to 9:00
Zoning Administrative Official
Town Hall: Monday thru Friday 8:00 a.m. to 12 noon
Monday evenings, 7:00 to 9:00
Library
Main Street - Mon . & Tues 1:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m.
Wed. & Thurs. 10:00 a.m. to 9:00 p.m.
Friday 1:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m.
Saturday 10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.
Summer Hours 10:00 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.
Sunday 1:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m.
September thru June
Children's Library closes at 8:00 p.m. MonTThurs.
General Information
Town Office Telephones 673-6041 and 673-6048
Town Clerk - Tax Collector






Civil Preparedness-Roy Maston 673-4803
Library 673-2288
Souhegan Regional Landfill - Route 101
Dump Sticker Required
Open Tuesday, Thursday, 9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.
Saturday, 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.
For Police or any Emergency 673-4900
To Report a Fire 673-3131
